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I received a couple of articles 


While thinking 
this editorial, 
from Eric Watson. The main one referred to the 
trials and tribulations of buying Australian made 
items. 

Our government has exhorted us to buy Austra- 
lian, and, if the rumours I have heard are anywhere 
near right, they are going to try and force us 
into it by increasing the duty on model or 'toy' 
trains and related items. 

From the small .number of current Australian 
manufacturers — albeit some of them do not actually 
manufacture in Australia, it would seem that as 
modellers we are going to be forced to do just 
that - model!, or if you like 'scratch build’. 

Ignoring the current state of the Australian 
dollar, if we add, say 20% duty to the existing 
prices of all our model railway needs, then these 
items are going to be quite expensive, and the 
only way I can see to keep the price of the hobby 
within bounds, will be to scratch build as much 
as possible. 

Perhaps this is an opening for some of those 
budding writers for Journal. Let us all know 
how you can save a few dollars here and there 


something to write 


by scratch building or adapting some other item 
to model railway use. 

Rex Little 

Editor 
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On The Cover 


An entry in last year's Federal Modelling 
Competition was this NSWR 48 Class DE in HO scale 
by Terry Cunningham. Kit assembly - scratchbuilt 
underframe. 


Photo by Jack Parker 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no _ responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made or 
opinicns expressed in papers or discussions, nor 
do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 3 


This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
jsidered unsuitable for publication. 


Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed] 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


After my very brief visit to the Victorian 
Branch Exhibition I was very fortunate to have 
more time available for my visit to the Queensland 
Branch Exhibition. Both were well presented, 
but here the similarity ends. Unlike NSW and 
Victorian Branches, Queensland is able to conduct 
very successful exhibitions without supervisors, 
rosters, etc. They are also in the fortunate 
position that the ladies are very generous with 


their time and efforts in the refreshment and 
food section. One very pleasing aspect was the 
willingness of male members whose services were 


not required to carry out allotted duties to re- 
lieve the ladies so that they too could relax. 
In discussion with the ladies on Monday, I com- 
plimented them on their efforts and asked how 
they felt about doing a three-day shift, only 
to be told they were enjoying themselves, particu- 
larly the opportunity of getting together for 
three days. When the Exhibition closed at 6 pm 
on Monday, Branch members and exhibitors’ banded 
together to dismantle and load the barriers before 
any dismantling of layouts commenced. By 6.45 pm 
the truck, laden with barriers, and a second truck 
with the first load of equipment was ready to 
be returned to the Clubrooms. Does this read 
like a fairy tale? I can assure one and all 
this is tact. 

It was particularly pleasing to be approached 
by one member of several years’ standing who in- 
formed me that ‘it is good for the morale of the 
Branch to have visits from members of the COM'. 

Hopefully the co-operation enjoyed by the 
Queensland Branch will not diminish, but continue 


to make the load for all concerned that much 
easier. 

The increase in membership fees for kindred 
and enthusiast organisations are a sign of the 
times. Unless the COM is suddenly faced with 
a maSsive cost increase, it is not planned to 
increased membership fees in the foreseeable 
future. 


Keith Wilcox 
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FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 


this issue is a Renewal’ Form 
Form for the Federal Committee 
of Management. You will notice that the annual 
subscription has remained at only $10 - the same 
since 1981. From my viewpoint, that is damn 
good value for money, in spite of criticism from 
one well known correspondent. AS a comparison, 
here are a few examples of percentage increases 
the Lloyd household has had in the same period - 


Enclosed in 
and Nomination 


gas 54%, RACV 18%, golf club (my other expensive 
hobby!) 57%, local government rates 28% and sa 
on. But one thing that you can't put a monetary 


value on is the benefit of friendship you can 
gain through our Association, 


Mr N Webb of Nowra. 
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I was very pleased to read the tribute to 
our Queensland Branch in the April AMRM_ from 
Let's hope we can make more 
visitors welcome. I know | have been made welcome 
when I have visited NSW and Queensland Branches. 
One day I hope to also visit the WA Branch. 

Another piece of good news is that I have 
received an offer of help in the layout and paste 
Journal, so you may see a difference in 
style from next issue. 

The bad news is that at the time of writing, 
the word around the trade is that the Federal 
Government is reinstating the 30% duty on imported 
foreign outline model railway equipment. About 
12 months ago, the duty had been reduced to 2% 
(see Journal 166, page 61). Let's hope that 
the trade can convince the powers that be not 
to hit us with this impost. May be we will have 
some more news of this in the next issue. 

Roger Lloyd 
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TRAINS THAT PASSED 
STAN DICK 


Reprinted from the 'Network' for April, May and 
June 1986 


Stanley Edward Dick - 1922-1985 
(and an AMRA member ) 


(Editor's Note: 


Mr S E Dick, one of Australia's lesser-known, 
Dut greatest diesel traction engineers, died in 
early December after a long illnes, at age 63. 

And while Network rarely prints obituaries, 
this is one railway Australian's story that is 
worth telling to those who follow.) 


Born in 1922, Stan Dick joined the former 
St Mary's NSW firm of A E Goodwin as an apprentice 
toolmaker in 1938. 

Caught there by wartime manpower regulations, 
he nevertheless served in the Home Defence Forces 
and at 22 was the youngest foreman in Goodwin's 


history. 

In 1948, at age 26, he joined the (former) 
Commonwealth Engineering Company as a Design 
Draftsman, and for the next 32 years until his 


retirement in 1980, he remained at Comeng. 

He was instrumental in and increasingly re- 
sponsible for the engineering of many Australian 
diesel railcars, starting with the four-car Tasman 
Limited and ending with the power car of the XPT. 

His original design ideas were widely copied 
across Australia and internationally. 

The products of Stan Dick's fertile brain, 
busy pencil and slide rule covered the complete 
Spectrum of the last 40 years' diesel railcar 
development in this country: the original Tasman 
Limited and the QR 1800 class (Drewry power bo- 
gies); the former Commonwealth Railways' NDH; 
the QR 1900 class (the first stainless steel coach- 
es built in the British Commonwealth); the broad 
gauge cars for India and the metre gauge ones 


for Asia; the unique NSWR Budd RDC stock; West- 
rail's first stainless steel suburban railcars 
and its famous Prospector; the South Australian 


STA Jumbo cars; and finally, XPT. 

He was an impeccable selector of proprietary 
equipment. and our leading exponent in its appli- 
Cation to the vehicle. 

But Stan Dick's achievements went much further 
than diesel railcars. 


~ 
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He pioneered the use of simpler control equip- 


ment, lucid wiring diagrams and electrical layouts © 
generally; the application of standard Westing- 
house train air brakes to the electro-pneumatic 


railcar air brake system; the use of three-dimen- 
Sional models to check accessibility; the intro- 
duction of disc brakes (NSW) and air suspension 
bogies (WA); reliable low-cost hydraulic radiator 
fan drives using Australian-made industrial hy- 
draulic equipment; and single-handed power brake 
controllers. 


He designed his own control systems at a 


fraction of the cost of overseas manufacturer's 
packages; re-engineered the old NSWR's’ highly 
regarded and more numerous 80 class; completely 


redesigned the cooling system of the Pilbara M636 
iron ore locomotive; and before retirement strip- 
ped the English HST power car to its bare essen- 
tials, and redesigned it into che most reliable 
diesel vehicle in NSW today. 


He was a leading exponent of modern light 
weight all—welded passenger car bogie construction 
when most engineers were locked by precedent onto 
steel castings. These achievements are on the 
rails for us to see running. Stan Dick's unknown 
achievements lay in preventing other people's 
design disasters that did not happen. On count- 
less occasions he pointed out, in the layout stage, 
things that would not work. 

He suggested that by doing this or that in- 
Stead, the train would work a little better, be 
Simpler or cheaper, or easier to maintain. 

On many occasions it was Stan Dick's brain 
that led to Comeng's winning orders with better 
mousetraps at the concept stage. It can also 
be revealed, now that he has gone and Tulloch's 
have gone too, that at the personal request of 
a NSWR engineer, Stan Dick visited Tulloch's un- 
officially, pointed out several major structural 
weaknesses in the former 1200 class NSW railcars' 
body shell. | 

The Comeng mangement never knew this, of 
course - but Stan Dick's sense of responsibility 
extended beyond the works gate, to the railways 
as a whole. 

Many people have said that Stan Dick was 
born a gifted engineer. Not so - engineers are 
developed, and not born with magic technical genes. 

This Australian was certainly born with an 
enquiring mind, but he developed himself from 
an apprentice toolmaker into a respected engineer 
by a sound factory training base, careful study, 
and above all, the application of common sense. 

In this he was aided by the Salutory exper- 
lence, as_ the commissioning engineer, of having 
to get the Comeng trains he made work, out on 
line at 03.00 - an aspect of developing the en- 
gineer that is often forgotten in today's respon- 
Sibility charts and compartmented Organisations. 

Stan Dick preached this gospel continually; 
not all would listen. Stand Dick did not tolerate 
fools, be they working above, below or beside 
him, 

And in 32 years of engineering, he surely 
encountered many. But he always gave them the 
benefit of the doubt and the opportunity to prove 
themselves otherwise. 

He was a listener, and would say so when 
he was wrong (which was not often). Such was 
his professional stature that even the most ruth- 
less, authoritarian and abrasive executives in 
his company rarely overruled Stan Dick on a key 
technical issue; when they did it cost them (and 
their client) large sums of money. When there 


at the onset of an industry 
- the then Directors chose to 


were 14 engineers on the old NSW Company's staff 
recession in 1961, 
"de-skill' the firm 
and economise by sacking 12 engineers. 

They forgot about the 13th who was overseas, 


but they surely remembered to keep Stan Dick on 
the payroll; he was an irreplaceable asset to 
the firm and would have been a deadly weapon in 


the hands of the competition. 

He was very loyal to his firm, despite several 
attractive offers during his career, and became 
a core around which the '‘re-skilling' process 
later took place under more enlightened managers. 


Being a company man rather than a Railways 


officer, and a modest man in a rather reticent 
industry, Stan Dick was not well-known outside 
the immediate mechnical engineering circles in 


which he worked; the only known public mention 
of his name in the literature is in the reprint 
of Leon Oberg's book ‘Locomotives of Australia'. 

Within these circles, however, Stan Dick 
waS uMmiversally respected - and, respected the 
most by the people he trained. 

For there are many men in the 30-55 age group 
in rolling stock today to whom Stan was not only 
teacher, professional guru and father-confessor, 
but the man who had saved their jobs when they 
were about to blunder, and had the wit to listen 
to wiser counsel. Not all were Comeng men. 

Stan Dick never made much money from his 
brains; that benefit was confined to the stock- 
holders. But he had a lot of fun, and a keenly 
developed sense of humour. His description of 
the enthusiasm of his superior for a new liquid 
rubber gloop that, somehow, was expected to creep 
upwards over the frames and sheeting of a plywood 
ceiling directly exposed to tropical downpours 
was a Classic (he designed a stainless steel roof 
and fixed the works to have it ready when it was 
inevitably called for). Aided and abetted by 
his colleague, Ron Gray, Stan Dick carefully avoid- 
ed advising the old NSWR that the Budd RDCs would 
have standard American interior colours (a light, 
bright scheme) instead of the then standard dun- 
brown and dark green. 

The message got through; NSWR used their 
green seats elsewhere and quickly fitted tasteful 
grey ones in the rDC where the interior won wide 
public acclaim for the railway. 

In his personal dealings, Stan Dick stuck 
to his professional guns and kow-towed to no man. 
fe never failed to give straight unbiassed advice 
to his company and clients, even when it would 
cost money, and was unwelcome. | 

He would never sign a drawing or document 
that he did not believe in. This irritated many 
people; invariably they were lesser men, who 
passed unnoticed and left little residual impact 
on Our industry. 

There is a lesson for all of us here. Stan 
Dick was a hard worker and a Stayer, but by his 
mid 50s his health was not good. In 1980, with 
XPT on the rails, he retired from the industry 
to Forster on the NSW north coast. 

When Stan Dick died on 2 December, the Aust- 
ralian rolling stock industry lost one of its 
most distinguished sons. His legacy to our rail- 
WwayS is three fold: the trains that he built, 
the people that he trained, and the standards 
that he set. 

~ Mr Dick is survived by his wife, two daughters 
and two sons - both sons carry on the family tra- 

dition as mechanical engineers in State Rail. 
Ian Macfarlane. 
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THE MOUNT WALHALLA TRAM 


by Richard Gutteridge 


This venerable model railway was first laid 
down in 1949, The idea was to portray a very 
freelance narrow gauge line which relied for its 
existence on the transporting of timber and quarry 
stone from deep in the mountains of the Great 
Divide to feed my standard (0) gauge Crooked Creek 
Railway. 

The motive power is controlled clockwork. 
The locos and rolling stock were manufactured 
in the late forties by the firm of Biller Bahn 
in Germany. They produced a rather ugly O-4-0 
steam tank loco and a really beautiful O-B-O diesel 
Loco. There was also a passenger carrying vehicle 
for workmen and side dumping wagons or skips. 
Trackwork was tinplate with turnouts and a wagon 
turntable and an inclined ramp to a trestle so 


that the side tipping skips could be unloaded 
into standard gauge wagons or motor’ trucks. 
Scale was about ~" to the foot for rolling stock 
and locos, although the human figures supplied 
with the set were well overscale. The whole 
set made a marvellous model of a contractor's 


railway, built as a toy, but to scale proportions. 
The outstanding feature of the sets was the 

beautifully slow running clockwork mechanisms. 

The locos moved at about a scale 


a feature that has never been duplicated, to my 
knowledge at least, by any other manufacturer 
was the reversing/stop-start mechanism, The 


diesel loco has a circular knob projecting from 
the roof of its ‘engine' section, representing 
an exhaust fan, This can be seen on the photo 
of the loco. When this projection was twisted to 
the rear, the loco went backwards, to the front 
the loco advanced. This can be easily done while 
the loco is standing on the tracks. If the pro- 
jection was set between these two positions, then 
the motor was in neutral, and the loco can be 
pushed along the tracks; handy for children play- 
ing with the train set, and also useful for allow- 
ing the mechanism to run down fully after use 
to take strain off the spring, making a very real- 
istic 'diesel' sound while it does this. So, the 
loco can be reversed on the track by merely twist- 
ing a projection. Good idea, but hardly world 
shattering you _ feel! The really interesting 
point about this mechanism is that when one presses 
this projection down, the loco starts to move 
and when it is pressed again, the loco stops. 
This allows superb control and is ideal for shunt- 
ing, not usually a feature of clockwork motors. 
One merely sets the train in motion and as it 
crawls along, one follows the loco with your fin- 
ger, and when you wish to stop you plonk your 
finger down. 


4Y GRADE UP —» 


M7 WALHALLA STANDARD GAUGE YARD 


STONE AT/MBER 
TRANSFER. 


ORIGINAL LAYOUT - 


20 mph. But © 


1950 to 1957 
Mt WALHALLA TRAM On 23 Gauge 


As the motive power is clockwork, there are 
no short circuits, no wiring or insulation problems 
and every operator is completely independent of 
any others, so that if you are doing a quick bit 
of shunting when the passenger train is due, it 
will come trundling around the bend to. spread 
alarm and despondency at your station as there 
1s no way you will be able to stop it. Also, 
if you have derailment while the loco is pushing 
a train, the loco will grind on, piling up cars 
in a very prototypical manner. One is not running 
the train from a distant control panel, one is 
right there beside the loco to control it. Walk 
around control! Very simple and at times quite 


exciting. 
Anyway, as you can see from the first track 
plan, the original Mt Walhalla Tram, left its 


interchange with the Crooked Creek Railway, waddled 
over some exceedingly sharp turnouts and panted 
up a very steep 40% grade to its distant terminus 
in the mountains at Lasseter's Reef. Here there 
WaS a quarry and a log slide down the mountain 
to a log loading ramp. This was all situated 
on a return loop so a train could be remarshalled 
or could be merely sent on its way to go back 
down the hill. This was a very practical layout 
for a line which was merely a subsidiary to the 
mainline which was my major interest. The Mt 
Walhalla interchange had an interesting turntable 
which was long enough to hold a loco and a passen- 
ger coach. This was used for quick turnarounds, 
for in winter the line ran a virtual shuttle ser- 
vice for skiers using three locos, each towing 
a passenger coach, With two operators and no 
passing loop between the termini, a quick turn- 
around was necessary to get your train away before 
another one arrived via the return loop. Gener- 
ally when an operator despatched a train, he would 
let his opposite number know first so that any 
opposing trains could be held, but sometimes oper- 
ation became a bit hectic and this was neglected 
and two trains would be despatched in opposite 
directions and would slowly proceed towards one 
another without any remote control as the _ back 
track was out of convenient reach. Luckily Bil- 
lerbahn products were made for children to play 
with so are pretty rugged. Operation of the 
Mount Walhalla Tram has never been a very serious 
affair, but from some of the stories I've read 
of the Victorian timber trams, they didn't seem 
to have a very rule-book approach either. 

Since those far off days, the Mount Walhalla 
Tram has journeyed far from its original home 
and has changed in layout, but not in concept. 
It now is built on a tabletop 52" 44", which 
allows it to fit neatly inside the back of my 
Station wagon. The length of run is fairly short, 
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but it is enough for our 35 year old mechanisms, 
in fact a bit of rewinding is required if much 
shunting is performed between the termini. The 
line still moves stone from the Quarry at Lass- 
eter's Reef and timber from the logging interchange 
at Shadow Valley, which, if I remember rightly, 


connects to Siberia Siding on Rick Richardson's 
Vulcan Vale Railway on the other side of the 
Divide. There is now a passing siding between 


Lasseter's Reef and Mt Walhalla where trains can 
meet, but as “there are usually goods vehicles 
in the loop, a lot of backing and filling is needed 
to pass trains. The line has a fairly frequent 


passenger service and a heavy goods traffic as 
there are as yet no all weather roads through 
these rugged mountains. 

The line has three O-B-O diesel locos and 
two passenger coaches, a rather modern bogie coach 
for general traffic and a four-wheeled bug box 
for the workman's trains. There are three rakes 
of three skips for the stone traffic, log and 
flat cars for the timber and a fair selection 
of general goods vehicles, including a couple 
of bright red explosives vans. They are built 
on a motley collection of underframes and are 
all homebuilt and rather rough, but the Mt Walhalla 


Excerpts from the Briller Train catalogue by courtesy of Ray Pearson, Burwood. 
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Here is a frain set ihat is absolufely new and different! 


A perfect setup for any young Railroad engineer. The only set where the operator 
actually handles rail traffic himself. All the action of backing, switching, efc. is done 


The BILLER-TRAIN equipment consisis of Diesel engine, locomotive shed, trough- 
tip-wagons, straight and curved rails, switches, jurntables, bumping post and shovel. 
All made of the finest qualily and beautifully finished. Loading ramps and wharls 
can be built up, trough-tip-wagons loaded, coupled, uncoupled, and shunt, rolled 
forward or backward, and sfopped, - all this. mechanically and easily afler your free 


The instructions included fell you how fo correctly use individual componenis and 


parts. The betler you follow these, the grealer your fun, the more profound your 


Individual Components and Supplements 
can be added at any time to complete the thing in as manifold variations as you like 
and ... as rich as your savings allow to buy. 


Good Luck with the wonderful BILLER-TRAIN! 
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BR 
Mt WALHALLA TRAM mn 22 Gauge Size 4ta4" x 31agt 
Tram has always been a rather rough and ready trucks that are already there; the tail of our 


affair, the line being designed for operation, 
especially shunting, rather than for appearance. 


Let us imagine that we have been given per- 


train still being on the mainline. There is 
a blast from a diesel horn and the passenger train 
grinds through the cutting to stop at the wind- 


mission to ride a log train from Mt Walhalla deep 
into the mountains to Shadow Valley - the far 
terminus. We arrive at the loco sidings very 
early in the morning and duly present our letter 
of authorisation, having previously agreed _ to 
travel at our own risk. The cab of the diesel 
is warm and comfortable; a welcome haven as the 
autumn winds are keen at this high altitude. Our 
loco, No 13, rumbles down to the saw mill (yet 
to be built) and collects two empty flat cars. 
We then proceed slowly and cautiously along the 
winding track until we come to the lonely siding 
at Poverty Point where we are to meet a passenger 
train, The fireman/guard jumps down and aligns 
the point for the siding and we enter the downhill 
end of the siding and nuzzle up against the goods 


Swept platform. As soon as the 'pass' is safely 
in the station, our fireman/guard runs forward 
and sets the upper turnout for the siding. There 
is a roar from our loco as it slowly pushes the 
goods trucks out of the siding and onto the main-— 


line uphill of .the passenger train. As soon 
aS our empty flats are clear of the mainline, 
the lower turnout is set for the main and the 
'pass' leaves on its downhill journey to Mt Wal- 
halla. 


After it has left, the lower turnout is re- 
aligned for the siding and our train backs out 
onto the main, replacing the cars in the siding 
in their original positions. The upper and lower 
turnouts are reset for the main and we are on 
Our way up the mountain, thundering through a 
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~~ Coach is a LEHMAN 'Gnomy' push-a-long 
tram body on a Triang chassis. 


Goods train entering Poverty 


—_ Point Station 


Empty dump trucks being shunted 
in quarry. 
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deep cutting into Lasseter’s Reef; the upper 
terminus among the peaks of the Great Divide. 
We pull in to the passing siding and our loco 
runs around its train to back down to the log 
siding at Shadow Valley where it picks up two 
loaded log bunks and brings them up into the other 
track of the passing siding and uncouples. The 
points are changed and the loco now pushes the 
empty flats down into Shadow Valley siding to 
await collection by a geared loco from the Vulcan 
Vale Railway. We also wait, sitting on the empty 


flats, as we will continue our journey on this 
line. We see our late loco as it takes the two 
log cars off down the mountain; a fine sight 


in the watery autumn sunlight! 

Since this line was built, I have used all 
my tinplate Billerbahn track to make an even small- 
er layout that I can take inside by the fire on 
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cold nights. This is only 6'6" long x 15" wide, 
but allows interesting operation between a quarry 
and transfer siding. With a couple of passing 
loops and two trains, it can get quite exciting 
to operate on a cold inland night when the _ shed 
is just too cold to contemplate. It, like the 
Mt Walhalla Tram, has rudimentary scenery, rough 


track and tinplate, clockwork powered models of 
scale proportions. But these rather rough and 
ready layouts give hours of enjoyment because 


of an overall concept of a working railway and 
a track plan that allows one or more operators 
to be occupied in a 'light'’ railwaylike manner. 
Fach driver operating his train totally independent 
of, but of course mindful of any other train run- 


ning on the line, exploring the delights of running 
a model railway. 


This is howto handle the 


The “BILLER-TRAIN” DIESEL Engine, No. 013 


Track 00 


Just a tip of the finger on the switch knob (A), and the 


The BILLER-TRAIN Locomotive Shed No. 017 


engine with the clockwork wound up huriles ahead... . 
or stops. With the mark of the switch knob standing L, 
the engine goes forward. Turn the knob 90 degrees, so 
that the L. marks is inverted, standing J, and the engine 
goes backward. This mechanism is unique with the BILLER- 
TRAIN. It enables, by a mere tip of the finger to make 
all shunting operations, be it forward or backward, pull 
or push. With the knob turned merely half-right (\“), it 
stands “running light” and the wheel motion is inde- 
pendent from the clockwork. The engine can then freely 
be pushed fo and fro, and you know, boys like to do so. 


The BILLER-TRAIN-Locomotive Shed, No. 017 


Quite as in the big practice, the locomotive shed is the 
housing of the engine, the tanking station. - A slop bow 
(B) is provided at one side of the shed. Push this stop 
bow (B) in, and the train enlering the shed full speed is 
stopped with engine idling. Draw the stop bow (B) out 
again, and the line is clear, the train, running through, 
hurtles ahead. 


The Key for Winding-Up the Clockwork o! 


the Engine 


is fixed giralory in a spring-loaded swivelling bow in one 
of the sidewalls of the locomotive shed (C). Hence it can 
never be lost or misplaced. The winding up is done like 
this :- Move the engine in to the shed (from either righl 
or left) with the stop bow pushed in. Stop the clockwork 
of the engine by a tip of the finger on the switch knob 
(through the smoke hole in the roof of the shed). With 
the engine slanding on the stop bow pushed in, the key 
swung in exacily fits into the key hole of the engine. 
Wind up the clockwork, draw out the stop bow, tip the 


switch knob, and ahead goes the machine. 
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MODELLING IN Sn3'/2 


A MODULAR Sn33 EXHIBITION LAYOUT 
by '1551' 


After the 1985 AMRA Queensland Branch Exhi- 
bition, the Sn34 modellers within the Branch felt 
the need for a display on a greater scale than 
ever before. As no one Sn34 modeller had the 
Space to permanently set up a layout of a large 
Size, the modular idea seemed to be the way to go. 

The Modrail HO handbook was obtained from 
Gordon Duncan some time ago and this was used 
to give us many ideas. The layout is not truly 
modular, yet there are some opportunities left 
to expand the layout in different directions. 
Some general standards were set to stick to: 

; Modules to be 1200 mm x 600 mm 

3" x 1" to be used under a 12 mm chipboard 
base 

. Two external main lines 

; One internal branch line with shunting facil- 
ities 

One loop was fitted to each of the main lines 
and two loops were fitted to the branch line at 


the rear of the layout for storage purposes. A 
loop and three sidings was fitted to the branch 
out front for shunting displays. Total size 


of the layout was 6000 mm x 2400 mm. 

All track work was Peco streamline, the main- 
lines on ~" cork, while the branch was laid on ” ) ) . mae 
Ljou’ cork, The layout was built in Neil and Two Clyde/GM type control stands were built to 
Julie Johnman's garage; the layout being quite control main line trains. 
a tight fit in the 20' space available. I hope : 
the following photographs will speak louder than po 
words. es 


Another view of the front of the layout. A general view of the layout; the ‘Sunlander' 
taking pride of place on the front track. 


Tony Weaber's B134 shunts some 
IC live stock wagons on the 
branch, 
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On the right side, a fine example of 
card and woodwork is seen in Jim 
Bilby's Station Master's house. 


Ken Edge-Williams installed this 
Surveyors’ scene near the level 
crossing. 


On the left side of the layout, 
a BB18; and B18} haul a grain train. 


A scene at the station with 
locos 1565 (Alva G_ Lee), B134 


No 400 and PB15 732. 
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MEMORIES OF OLD OAK 


by Ken O'Shea 


As a small boy, I had haunted the GWR MPD 
sheds at Laira in Plymouth and also the Southern's 
shed at Friary. 

It was around 1942 when I was first bitten 
by the ‘railway bug’ and anyone with half an eye 
could see that steam was in my blood. Coming 
home three or four times a week covered in soot, 
clutching my Ian Allan ABC book and wondering 
when I was going to cop that elusive Duledog ‘Sir 
Watkin Wynne’, which was the only one of the 30 
or so engines at Laira that I always seemed to 
miss. Granges, Halls, Manors, Prairies, most 
of the Panniers, but never 'Sir Watkin...'. ‘King 
John' seemed to spend a lot of time at Laira in 
trouble. My particular favourite was ‘King Rich- 
ard' and, of course, ‘King George V' used to spend 
the odd day or two after bringing the ‘'Limited' 
down from London. 

Four or five Castles were stabled at Laira, 


mainly to take the 'Cornish Riviera’ and other 
fast trains across the Royal Albert Bridge at 
Saltash. The Kings were too heavy for this 
bridge. The Castles stabled at Laira were 'Spit- 
fire’, ‘Earl Waldegrave', ‘Viscount Churchill’ 


and 'Lord Portal'. High steppers of their day 
on the Great Western, and the men on the footplates 
were only too glad to give us 13 year olds, with 
their denim overalls, shiny topped caps and some 
with goggles hanging around their necks. 

Just a mile and a half away was the Southern 
Motive Power Depot at Plymouth Friary. I seem 
to remember a motley assortment of T9s, M/s, Ns, 
Moguls, West Countries (better known as Spam Cans) 
and a little coffee pot, which, if my memory serves 
me right, was either ‘Lord Milomay of Flete' or 
"Lord St Levan’. 

Plymouth Friary station was the end of the 
line for the ‘Atlantic Coast Express' and the 
‘Devon Belle’, which ran for a time in post-war 
England, complete with Pullman coaches and Obser- 
vation Car. All very American! 

The poor old Southern was a bit of a dead 
loss in our part of the country, their schedules 
being much slower than those of the Great Western. 
My dad once called it 'The Sleepy Southern'. 
Nevertheless, to us small boys, Friary shed was 
a constant source of interest with their poppet 
valves, the more complicated outside valve gear 
and, most of all, more noise and clanking side 
rods. The notable exception, the Bulleid West 
Country locos, were new in those days. It was 
all so foreign to our eyes and very fascinating. 


At 15, I was apprenticed to a builder, much 
against my will. At 20, it was into my country 
regiment, the Devons. On arriving at Colchester, 


I perceived that the Band and Drums had the best 
accommodation, so I got into the Band. Posted 
to Kenya, to chase the Mau Mau all over the place - 
the monotony was broken only by seeing all those 
lovely East African Railways Beyer-Garratts working 
their way up the Rift Valley from Uganda - white 
drivers and black firemen. Ideal engines for 
the indifferent track in that part of the world. 

At 23 years of age (in 1955), it was de-mob 
time. I had a trade of sorts, but didn't really 
fancy going back to it. After a couple of months, 
an advertisement appeared in the local paper for 
Cleaner/Fireman, must be under 24 - and it was 
on the Western Region of British Railways. 

I got the job, after various interviews and 
a test at Newton Abbott, and was posted to Laira 
MPD. Then on to Swindon to collect my uniform 
of denims, shiny topped cap (better late than 


COMMON MPD — 1956 


never, I suppose) and a rather large leather bag, 
which all the train crews seemed to Carry and 
which was provided by our trade union, the ASLEF. 
Most of the other cleaners were 15 to 17 years 
old, except for one, an ex-Navy man, who, like me, 
had itchy feet after service life. 

The work was all pretty mundane; cleaning 
engines, exams, getting to know how to replace 
a gauge glass and other odd jobs which a Passed 
Cleaner/Fireman is supposed to know. Eventually, 
my first firing turn came up and it was like being 
let out of prison, It was a lovely 57XX Pannier 
tank, which is an easy going engine and ideal 
for a novice fireman. Off we went to Coxside, 
a branch leading to the docks (this same route 
is now used for a motorway viaduct - Lord help 
us - looking at the embankments driving the same 
route as I did in a 57XX all those years ago is 
the strangest of feelings). After picking up 
some coal wagons, we journeyed across the River 
Plym, up the Yealmpton branch (alas no more), 
did a little shunting on arrival and, while await- 
ing the ‘right way' to return, my driver suddenly 
decided to uproot a load of young primrose plants. 
He had a trowel and a wooden box in which to put 
them so it looked to me as if this was a preplanned 
Operation. It was all very horticultural and 
an education as to what could be done with a Pan- 
nier tank locomotive when on the loose in the 
pre-Beeching era. 

As time went on, there seemed to be no vacan- 
cies for firemen in the West Country, so when 
a job came up for a Passed Fireman at Old Oak 
Common Shed, I applied and was accepted. The 
jobs for us lower link firemen were many and var- 


ied - preparing locos, ‘ups and downs' (taking 
empty passenger stock to and from Paddington). 
In on the buffers, unhook, and a quick cup of 


tea while the King or the Castle which would take 
the train to the West Country, Wales or the Mid- 
lands backed on and hooked up. Then we would 
potter back to Old Oak for another train of 12-14 
coaches. 

At times, we were attached to other yards - 
the gigantic yard at Old Oak, Park Royal, Royal 
Oak or Ranleigh Bridge to pull coal forward with 
the top link firemen before the journey West. 
We always had a different driver most days to 
give them a break once a year from express work. 
Some were terrific company. Typical Cockneys, 
one yarn after another; my sides used to ache 
with all their jokes. I never knew, though, 
whether they were taking the Mickey out of me, 
an adult doing a boy's job. 


One joy when working at night in the Royal 
Oak yard was to watch the suburban non-corridor 
trains coming in to Paddington Station - some 
of the things the passengers used to do after 
dark had to be seen to be believed!! The drivers 
all had a terrific thirst for tea and sometimes 
we had a fry-up on the shovel. When main line 
drivers were with us, they could relax to a certain 
degree and discuss the day's happenings on this 
train or that. There were three or four Royal 
train drivers at Old Oak, being the premier shed 
on the Western Region, who conveyed the Royal 
Family when they travelled by rail. 

As the months of 1956 rolled by, and the 
‘powers that be' got more confidence in my ability, 
I used to do the occasional run over other areas 


of London - Earls Court, Hammersmith, Chelsea, 
etc, picking up a few wagons here, dropping off 
some further down the track. Sometimes even 
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we roared onto foreign metals of the Southern ~ a 
far more efficient Southern than I had known in 
the far South West. Electrics seemed to come 
at us from all points of the compass, on over- 
bridges and under us as we pottered along. it 
made one feel very insignificant in this vast 
metropolis and made me aware of how insulated 
we were in the South West, pooh-poohing the sleepy 


Southern, while’ around London they were zapping 
all over the place. 
All the time, there was a niggling doubt 


that I wasn't getting much experience on any loco 
but a Pannier tank, but then as a first year Fire- 
man, nobody can trust you on anything else. Some- 
times we were moving engines into the sheds after 
the fire-droppers and tube-cleaners had done their 
jobs. There were between 80 and 90 different 
Classes of locomotive on the Western Region, not 
counting the British Railways 'Standards', and 
LMSR locos wandering in from the 'Grey Lady' of 
Willesden Sheds, as it was nicknamed by the locals, 
three quarters of a mile down the road from Old 
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Oaks» s+ > | 
. Early one morning when I was on a ‘'spare' 
shift, dozing with my head on my hands on the 


crew room table in the regulation pose for engine- 
men on 'spare', suddenly the Shed Foreman entered 
and told my mate and me to get on 4561 (a 2-6-2 
small Prairie tank) and take it to Paddington 
Station. We found the loco simmering away in 
the yard and drifted up to Paddington, where we 
coupled onto a loose goods, bunker first. This 
was all very unusual and I was still yawning my 
head ‘off, even after we started off going back 
down towards Old Oak - or so I thought!! 

Being on a 45XX Prairie seemed more than 
Strange - it was terrible! Here I was trying 
to fire it - and the pressure kept falling - and 
[ had not even turned the injectors on _ yet! 
We didn't go down the usual road to Old Oak - we 
seemed to be going down the main and picking up 
Speed instead....... 


(To be continued) 
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HAVE YOU READ ? 


by Ern Raddatz 


CONTINENTAL MODELLER - January/February 1986 
Spindelbahn HO, Railway of the Month and 

another British: built Swiss layout. showing .the 

popularity of the railways of this country: Holl- 


and Iron Railway 'Boerhave', No 3 in the series 


Historic Dutch Locomotives describing an 1884 
introduced 2-4-0: Nord 141TC, an interesting 
article about the massive 2-8-2 tanks used on 


the suburban services of the French northern re- 
gion, an HO kit for the locomotive is available 
from the British firm Keyser: Western Maryland 


Decapod for N Scale, an exercise in styrene con- 


Struction using an Arnold or Roco mechanism as 
a basis: Alcudia, an O-16.5 layout based on a 


railway on the Spanish island of Majorca. I 
rather like the railcar described by the author 
as being like an accident between a vintage car 
and a wardrobe: Timetable for Tyros, basic time- 
table construction simply explained: Removable 
Wagon Loads, an interesting method of building 
loads for mineral wagons that can be adapted to 


other scales and other loads: Colonial Covered 
Wagon, scale drawing for a closed van that. ran 
on the metre gauge Uganda Railway. Looks as 


if it could be used on an Australian 3'6" gauge 
railway: Centre Page Photo is of a Swedish passen- 
ger train in the snow: Pacific Seaboard Lines, 
this is an historic issue. The first mention 
of an Australian layout featuring Australian 
trains, Actually it is photos from the ‘Railway 
Modellers' files of a NSW layout described in 
the September 1976 issue of that magazine: The 
Big Boys - 1, describing those massive American 
4-8-8-4 articulated. If you run a model of such 
on your layout this article is required reading: 
a layout based upon a pre- 


Alte Bayern' in HO, 
World War 1 Bavarian branch line; 
two types of Mallet articulated: Fralsdorf, TT, a 
British built layout based on East German practise 
in the little used today scale TT. 


CONTINENTAL MODELLERS - March/April 1986 


locos include 


Filisur, HOm, another British built Swiss 
layout, this time narrow gauge and based upon 
the Filisur station on the Rhatischbahn. The 
baseboard construction looks rather interesting: 
Turkish Delight, a Turkish branch line in HO using 
available models that you can find on your hobby 
shop shelves: Basic and Oval, a small N scale 


portable layout for exhibition purposes: Nether- 
lands Central '‘'Zeppelin', historic Dutch loco- 
motives, Part 4, This time a Maffei built 4-6-0 
modelled in HO using a Roco mechanism as a starter: 
Nurnberg Fair Report 1986, among the many new 
models to be introduced this coming year are sev- 
eral of interest to this writer. Ludwig Ills 
Royal. Coach by Brawa and the 'Glaskasten' loco- 
motive by the same maker are two such, as is the 


Bugatti railcar from Jouef: Centre Page Photo 
Shows three Italian locos, each in a different 
livery: Darlizgen, BLS, a look at what, to this 
writer, is a very uninspiring Swiss. station: 


The Big Boys - 2, this month we look at the avail- 
able models; strangely enough, there is no mention 
of the Rivarossi models, except in photos - poss- 
ibly they will be described in the third part 
of the series: Tramstad, HO, a description of 
a very small layout for trams showing that such 


railways need very little space for interesting 
running: South Street Yard, described as a layout 


to built and is an interesting shunting layout 
that, although American in theme, can be _ used 
for other prototypes and should be read in conjunc- 
tion with the GIFT and French shunting layouts 


in 'Scale Model Railways': Prototype Scene, this 


issue is on Turkey. 


The wide ranging prototypes covered in Contin- 
ental Modeller over the years shows that it should 
be renamed Intercontinental Modeller, but, notwith- 
Standing this, it is a very interesting magazine 
and should have a wider readership than it does. 
Victorian members are again reminded that it is 
on the Branch library shelves, 


KEKE HRT 


EUROMODEL RAIL REVUE, 21 


Winterberg, a German branch line as the basis 


for a layout set in two periods - the present 
day or just after World War 2, Mixed Doubles, 


photo layouts showing locos of different national- 
ities sharing station duties: OB 2043, a detailed 
look at the prototype and the model by Lima: 


Seeing the Scenery, a continuation of the series 


and slightly further on from last issue; it would 
Still look good in a Melbourne setting: Errbahn 


part 3 of the editorial layout, 
using Digital on three-rail locos: On the Rails, 
news and reviews from around Europe: Eurosnow 
Scenes, European locos in the snow. Photo spread 


'86, DB Bw Mainz, 
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includes the colour centre pages: 
ERR's look at the~ show, 
than the CM review. 


Nurnberg Report, 
and more comprehensive 


Still the only English language magazine 
dealing with the railways of Europe exclusively, 
even though most of the coverage is of the Germanic 
system. 
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QUEENSLAND PROTOTYPE. 
RAILWAY MODELLING 


by C Malone 


Part 5 of this series is concentrating on 
consists for modellers of the QR to use. Slow 
freights are common on the North Coast Line, usu- 
ally consisting of a variety of wagons and an 
old diesel loco up front. 

e.g. 1400 class loco, BLC, HJS, FJS, 5, two HO, 
| three FJS, HSA, five KL and van 
or 1720 class loco, FJS, two QLX, H, ALY and van 

In the steam era - Cl6 loco (a 4-8-0), ALJ, 
CJ, ABG, ALJ, two H, two S, F and van, Different 
areas along the North Coast Line have their own 


'Junk' trains - e.g. this one from Mackay to Rock- 
hampton consisting of 1620 class, two HJS, two 
FJS, CJ, BLC, WW, two QLX, three K, two OB, ALY, 
van. 

Rockhampton Local - C17 class (4-8-0) FGW, 
five FJS, OB, H, ALJ, van. 

Western Goods - the QR has a large amount 


of western track, mainly out of Toowoomba, Rock- 
hampton and Townsville. Often today, goods trains 
on these lines are still using old equipment, 
thus giving modern era modellers an excuse to 
run vintage equipment. Charleville Goods - 1450 
class (change to 60 t loco at Roma), QLX, BLC, 


OB, L, KA, two FJS, five VTS, two ALY, KSA, MS, 
three QLX, three KL, van. 
Wallangarra Goods - 1700 class, QLX, HSA, 


two PJS, HJS, ALY, van. 

Longreach Goods - 1600 class, CMIS-T, two 
QLX, OBA, three OTA, WHE, two FJS, ALY, van. 

Kajabbi Goods (from Cloncurry) - 1620 class, 
HSA, VTS, two VTJ, VTE, FJS, ALY, van. 

Moving back to the Brisbane suburban scene, 
a few consists from the Pinkenba Branch (discarded 
in Journal 159, page 58) end off this instalment. 
] 2100 class, five OTA, four HJM, two FJS, five 
ballast wagons, TES plough, van 
2 2400 class, three container flats, OBA, QLX, 
three FJS, IH, two HJS, van 
3 DH class, QLX, OBA, FJ5, 
TLV, DAV (vans) 

A glossary of most wagon codes can be found 
in Part 2 in Journal 164, 


three HSA, TGVS, 
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HINTS AND TIPS 


by David Brown 


1 If you model Australian railways, and purchase 
Lima RTR equipment, you will naturally want to 
change the wheels for better appearance. So 
what do you do with the Lima wheels? I have 
a collection of old Triang wagons with the old 
cast metal underframes and coarse scale wheels 
which I want to keep in as original a condition 
as possible. I did, however, want to run them 
on my layout, but the wheels bounced on the sleep- 
ers and wouldn't go through the points. Therefore 
I removed the wheels and axles. You will notice 
that one end of each axle has a small projecting 
burr inside the wheelset which stops the axle 
falling out. You can find the burr by trying 
to rotate each wheel independently of the axle - 
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the wheel which doesn't turn has the burr. tes 
easier to push from the non-burred end, the wheels 
can then be removed and discarded. 

The axle boxes on one side need to be bent 
out - care is needed here as the casting is very 
brittle. Take four MGW axle bearings and glue 
them into the axle holes with a spot of Superglue. 
Insert a Lima wheel into one axle box, then bend 
the other axle box carefully until the Lima wheel 
stays in place and revolves freely. Repeat for 
the other axle; now you can run them through 
code 100 rail and points, as well as Triang Super 
four-track. 


2 When laying ballast, pour into an ordinary 
household funnel with an opening of about 3/8" 


and run it along the track, thereby forming a 
good looking shoulder outside the track. It 
also wipes the sleepers clean. Then use your 


favourite way to secure the ballast. 


3 As an alternative to Floquil weathered black 
for NSW grey/black, try Humbrol No 67, Tank grey 
matt. It won't craze plastic (it's an enamel), 
can be brushed or sprayed, and lightened or darken- 
ed as the whim takes you. It is also a very 
close match to the Floquil. 
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REVIEW : SENTINAL 
WEATHERBOARD DUNNY KIT 


PRICE - $4.95 


by David Brown 


This kit from Sentinel is of an outside dunny 
with a corrugated iron roof. Having been in 
need of the prototype quite a few times in my 
younger days, I feel uniquely qualified to comment 
on this kit. 

The kit is of an outside privy which is meant 
to represent the prototype before septic tanks 
Or sewerage were connected. I'm sure some country 
areas still have these dunnies ‘as is’. There 
are only three things missing from the kit that 


I can recall from the prototype, and they are 
as tollows: 

1 A roll of toilet paper 

2 Somebody actively engaged in using the dunny 

3 The pong, and can which it emanated from 


I couldn't fault the kit. After the casting 
pips have been removed (I couldn't find any flash), 
the whitemetal pieces fitted together perfectly. 
The dunny is supplied with two hinge plates that 
help the door open and close, but one of mine 
was missing, so I ensured privacy by gluing the 
door shut. Il feel that a kit which is meant 
to languish in someone's HO scale backyard doesn't 
need a moving part, but full marks to Sentinel 
for providing an option. 

Colour schemes are best left up to the indi- 
vidual modeller. Sentinel recommends painting 
the inside a natural wood colour, and leaves it 
to the builder to apply the outside colour desired. 
I used Granny's colour scheme of a light green 


interior and flat white exterior. Yes, I will 
never forget Granny's thunder box! 
Superdetailing nuts, no doubt, will add a 


suitably straining figure and an HO scale dunny 
roll which should be mounted two to three feet 
above seat level, on the left hand side as viewed 
from the straining position. 

Sentinel is to be congratulated on producing 
a kit that, while small, is an integral part of 
our heritage and sense of smell. A thoroughly 
recommended kit. 
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NORTHERN RIVERS 
MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBIT! ON 


by S Malone 


This Exhibition, one by the Challenge 
Foundation of New South Wales, drew a good crowd 
of visitors over the two-day exhibition weekend 
(12 and 13 April 1986). Considering Grafton, 
where the Exhibition was held, has some 17 000 
residents, organisers were very happy with the 
roll up of almost half the population.  Unfortun- 
ately the venue had to be changed at the last 
minute from the High School Hall to a disused 
fitness centre closer to the centre of town. This 
change didn't work out too bad, although it made 
a lot of unexpected work for the organisers. The 


venue was well appointed with green soft carpet 


The Exhibition catered for 
other hobbies as well, with Doll collecting and 
making, Model car collecting, Stamp displays, 
Model aircraft and action displays of radio con- 
trolled cars. A snack bar was in operation and 
dispensed some of the local drinks and eats. Two 
Lima train sets were raffled. Admission prices 
were - Adults - $2.50; Pensioners and Children - 
$1;  Multi-day Pass - $6; Families (maximum 5) - 


and good parking. 


$5. Here are some details of the Model Railway 
exhibits. 
MEANJIN - A 3 m x 2 m Queensland Railways Sn3% 


layout from the AMRA Queensland Branch. 


CRAFTON - Rodney James' fine NSW HO layout based 
on Grafton. An impressive array of brass loco- 
motives and kit based rolling stock. 


TRADE STAND - A-Jays Discount Hobbies of Grafton. 
GRAHAM WALKER - A workshop clinic by Graham who 
assembled NSW HO scale wagons using tinplate and 
a soldering iron. Very interesting. 


KINGSTOWN - A NSW N scale layout featuring a 
maze of twisting tracks, a blazing house, welders 
at work and a very interesting collection of NSW 
N scale rolling stock. 


PORTAN - A small fine scale NSW HO scale layout 
by Mick O'Hanlon. Based on a small town station 
out west. A typical Branch scene with very good 
scenery detail and some interesting kit based 
structures, with some nice branch line trains 
and rail motors to boot. 


WARRIMOO MODEL RAILWAY CLUB - 
bition layout with three circuits. | 
rolling stock in operation. 


PETER SANDERSON - A. static display. of rail 
motors — large and small - from tin Hares to XPTs - 
from 12 mm track gauge to 7%". Another interest-— 
ing display. 


TAMWORTH HOBBIES - An HOn23 layout using Roco 
and Liliput equipment. A mountainous scene with 
the train poping in and out of a multitude of 
tunnels. 


SARINA or So - A display from the boys of Far 
North Hobbies, Mackay, Central Queensland. The HO 
scale layout based on the sugar town of Sarina 
featured a system of 9 mm serving the sugar mill 
behind the station while the Queensland trains 
were running in the foreground. Many of Peter 
Ford's fine QR wagon kits were in operation. 


AUTORAIL - A Fleichmann Exhibition layout in HO. 
A double track mainline served a city with some 
good shunting movements. The branch line had 
a rail car under automatic operation. A display 
of Historical Fleichmann models was also on dis- 


play. 
Overall, a fine exhibition. “F] 


A 23' x 8' exhi- 
More fine NSW 


The Editor 
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Dear Rex | 
Mr Kehoe's' letter 


in Journal 172 typifies 
the misconceptions that many modellers have towards 
the relationship between derailments and track 


and wheel standards. I know that many modellers, 
probably the majority of modellers, have the same 
misconceptions, so I believe that it would be 
worth commenting in detail on this aspect. 

Let me make two points quite clear from the 
Start. Firstly, I admit that I have derailments 
on my layout. Secondly, although I don't know 
many of them personally, I know for sure that 
all 3300 members of the Scalefour and EM Guage 
Society have derailments too! I am also sure 
that half of these people will tell you that they 
don't have derailments, or will say that derail- 
ments only occur when there are visitors present. 
Most people's problems are therefore psychological. 

Derailments occur for a number of reasons. 
With three-link couplings and 3' radius curves, 
my biggest problem is buffer locking. I minimise 
this by fitting slightly oversize buffers; putting 
in continuous check rails on the inside of some 
of the curves; and, as a last resort, fitting 
a bar between the buffers. Most people will 
understand the problems of buffer locking quite 
easily. 

The aspect which people find difficult to 
understand is derailments caused by conflicting 
track and wheel dimensions. If people's rolling 
stock and track are manufactured to conform with 


any of the well known standard specifications, 
derailments will not occur due to dimensional 
inaccuracies. However, no matter how carefully 


items are manufactured, there is always a likeli- 
hood of some of them being outside the allowable 
tolerances for some reason or another. This 
doesn't mean that everything will derail at the 
places where the trackwork is outside specification 
nor does it mean that an item of rolling stock 
which is outside specification will derail all 
the time. Even when the non-conforming piece 
of rolling stock meets the non-conforming piece 
of track, there may still be enough safety factor 
to avoid disaster. What usually happens is that 
a derailment only occurs at a potential trouble 
spot when some other influence like a sudden accel- 
eration or deceleration occurs at the same time. 
Personally I make notes of all derailments and 
then when I have time, I check the wheels of the 
offending vehicles and trackwork at the derailment 
location, Then I put both right. In this way, 
such disasters become fewer and fewer until almost 
non-existent. 

The point which I am trying to make is this. 
Track and wheelset standards which are rationally 
formulated will allow a greater safety factor 
and thus less chance of derailment, while those 


based on an arbitary set of dimensions will be 


the reverse. It is not a question of one being 
right and the other wrong, but one being better 
than the other. Anyone who says that the stand- 
ards he is using are beyond improvement and there- 
fore should not even be discussed, is not worth 
listening to. My scientific training makes me 
interested in only one thing and that is the truth, 
This is why my models run far far better than 
those of the average person, in spite of the occas- 
ional derailment. Does anyone want to listen 


9 = 
to me: Peter Betts 
New South Wales 
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TIMES OF MEETINGS 


Mondays and Wednesdays - 
Saturdays - 


8 pm 
2 pm 


All meetings will be held in the Clubrooms 
on Meltham Station, unless otherwise stated. The 
Clubrooms will be open 15 minutes earlier than 
the times given above. 

HHH HHH 
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MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 


] Thank you to everyone who attended, particu- 
larly for participating in the discussion at the 
end. A number of very useful points and sugges- 
tions were made and these will be looked at in 
greater detail by the new Management Committee. 


2 It is good to see four new faces on the incom- 
ing Management Committee; welcome all. 


Your Management Committee for the next 12 
months is as follows: 

President Ted Thoday 457 4256 

Vice President Simon Mead 276 8745 

Secretary Dennis Ling 378 2509 

Treasurer Alan Porter 330 1848 

Committeemen Arno De Smalen 361 9413 

Gus Durham 279 6765 

Bob Frayne 271 4708 

Barry Keens 276 1648 

Chris Paterson 277 5904 

3 I have had a brief discussion with James 


Bowler, the proprietor of Perth Hobby Centre, 
and the following is the result: 


a He would welcome the branch attending the 
City store in Murray Street, say once per month, 
to talk about or to demonstrate a particular facet 
of railway modelling to interested customers. The 
event would be publicised in advance. 


b He is 
on an occasional basis, 
bers; these reviews to be published 
or Association publications. 


prepared to give/loan new products, 
for review by Branch mem- 
in Branch 


c He will occasionally provide the Branch with 
a list of new product ranges and prices. He is 
currently awaiting the initial stocks of the Mikes 
Models range of products. 


4 In view of 3 above, would anyone who is pre- 
pared to man the 'demonstration' in the Murray 
Street store of Perth Hobby Centre on one or more 
Saturdays please let me know. 

I would also like the name of anyone prepared 
to review the various products as and when they 
come to hand. 
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a, Te 3 enRAoe EXTRACTS FROM 
ous. BRANCHLINE 
5 I hope that the new members of the Management 


Committee will be able to take over some of the 
load that the longer serving members of the Manage- 
ment Committee have been shouldering now for a 
number of years. In particular, we need to con- 
sider who should be invited to become the Exhi- 
bition Manager for 1987 - assuming that we have 
an Exhibition then. You will see elsewhere that 
Alan Porter has decided to have a rest from this 
activity after being involved in the past eight 
exhibitions, seven of them as Exhibition Manager. 


Ted Thoday 
HHH HHHKH HHH HHH 
PROGRAM 
JULY 
21 Mon General Club Activities 


Following the observations made at the Annual 
General Meeting, it has been decided that the 
"Club Projects Evenings and Afternoons’ will not 
be separately identified from the ‘General Club 
Activities' meetings. Therefore, in future, 
there could well be some project work taking place 
On most occasions. The arrangements for use 
of the Library and occupancy of the Library Room 
will be announced on each _ occasion. There's 
plenty to do at the Club - see Simon Mead's Layout 
Notes report -— so come along! 


26 Sat Timetable Operations on 'Haltwhistle' 
Budding drivers, signalmen, hunters’ and 
train controllers - here's your chance to have 


a go at running our ‘Haltwhistle’ layout to time 
as shown by the speeded up clock. You can join 
in or just watch - it's always great fun. 


30 Wed General Club Activities 


AUGUST 
4 Mon ‘Whither goeth the WALRPA' 
Simon Mead is lining up someone from the 
WA Light Railway Preservation Association Inc 


to tell us (and show us) where they've been at 
Whiteman Park, where they are now, and where they 
are heading to. Should be interesting! 


9 Sat General Club Activities 
13. Wed Video Evening with Simon Mead 
A night in from of the telly - looking at 
some of the superb video footage which Simon Mead 
(and perhaps others too) have shot of prototype 
railways in WA and elsewhere in Australia. Bring 
your own rugs and lap cats!! 


18 Mon General Club Activities 
23 Sat General Club Activities 
Za Wed General Club Activities 
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EXHIBITION REPORT 


Well, the message contained in the Exhibition 
Report in the last issue of The Branchline seemed 
to get through to our members because there has 
been an absolute flood of interest in exhibiting 
at this year's Exhibition since then. So much 
so that we will be hiring the larger of the halls 
on which we had an option and it now looks as 


if it will be quite a tight fit to get everyone — 


into it! 

That hall is the WOOL PAVILION at the Clare- 
mont Showground - it is just inside the main en- 
trance that comes off Graylands Road near the 
Subway. It is about 1050 square metres, is almost 
Square in shape and is, of course, all on the 
one level, so removing one of the bugbears we've 
had at all the Town and City Halls which we have 
hired over the years, i.e. an upper and a lower 
hall with problems of crowd movement on stairways 
and problems of communication between the_ two 
halls. 

We have access to the Pavilion for setting 
up the Exhibition from 7.30 am to 5 pm on Thursday 
29 May and from 7.30 to 11 pm SHARP on Friday 
30 May. We also have a benefit in that there 
are two days available to us for dismantling the 
Exhibition. These are Tuesday and Wednesday 
3 and 4 June from 7.30 am to 11 pm each day. As a 
result, we do not intend that dismantling of the 
Exhibition will be allowed after 6 pm on the last 
day of the Exhibition. 

Catering will be done by professional caterers 
on the Showgrounds, again removing one of the 
bugbears of Exhibition administration. You would 
think that the Exhibition this year should there- 
fore be ‘a piece of cake'. Far from it, mainly 
because there has been very little help forthcoming 
from our members to assist me in the preplanning 
of the Exhibition, rostering, hall planning, pro- 
motion, organisation of raffle, etc, etc, etc. 
There has also been a somewhat ‘lack lustre’ re- 
sponse from our members to assist to man the Exhi- 
bition on the three days during which it will 
be open to the public. The other day I looked 
at the responses we've had from our members, and 
it is amazing that of the 141 in WA, we haven't 
had 'a dicky bird' from 70 of them about the Exhi- 
bition (and that's assuming that our 20 country 
members cannot, for reasons of distance, get down 
to Perth). Let's face it, 51 active metropolitan 
members out of 121 is rather pathetic. We do 
have enough people (just) to run the Exhibition, 
although it is very tight on the Saturday and 
the Monday, and the roster is fully using the 
services of those who have volunteered for the 
entire three days. 

The last few weeks have been very demanding, 


and I feel mentally and physically drained at 
present. Therefore, I have decided that this 
will be the last Exhibition I will manage for 


the Branch. I feel I need a rest after running 

the last seven exhibitions (mostly with more help 

than I've had this year) and I would like to do 

a bit of modelling myself too. The Management 
Committee have been advised of my decision. 

Alan Porter 

Exhibition Manager 


HKHHH 
LAYOUT NOTES 


Haltwhistle (00 Scale) Layout 


The Branch will be exhibiting Haltwhistle 
again at this year's Exhibition, and, in order 
to present the layout slightly different this 
year, we will be running 'modern image’ British 
Rail stock (i.e. blue 'buzz boxes’ with blue and 
grey coaches, etc). 
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It has been decided to continue with the 
method of manning used last year. This involved 
appointing a ‘Layout Leader' to be in charge and 
allowing him to select the operators he felt would 
do the best job. This crew then ran the layout 
for the entire Exhibition. This was found to 
be far more successful than the previous practice 
of changing operators every hour, which only suc- 
ceeded in preventing anyone becoming really pro- 
ficient at operating the layout. 

This year, Jim Hidden has been 'volunteered' 
to be the 'Layout Leader', and I wish him and 


his crew the best of luck - may all their problems 


be minor ones! 
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Colorado Pacific (N Scale) Layout 


Construction of this layout has been stagnant 
for far too long and it is my intention to really 
get this layout moving after the Exhibition, with 
the objective of having it completed and running 
in time for next year's exhibition. 

To do this, I will need your assistance and 
Support in this Club project. Even if N scale 
is not your ‘cup of tea', come along and get in- 
volved. You never know, we might even convert 
you! If not, you will almost certainly learn 
a few modelling techniques you could apply to 
your own layout, whatever its scale. Remember, 
to get the most from your Club, you have to get 
involved - I can't do it for you. 
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Tram Layout (0 Scale) 


There has been some talk lately of starting 
construction of a small 7 mm scale layout (if 
such a thing is possible in 7 mm scale!) for the 
trams we obtained from the Estate of Broughton 
Boydell to operate on. 

Current thoughts are along the lines of a 
modular layout with particular emphasis upon in- 
volving the student members of the Branch in its 


construction. More news of this in the future. 
Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 
463363 HHH HH HHH 


LIBRARY NOTES 


As those of you who attended the Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting on 5 May will be aware, I did not 
stand for re-election to the Branch Management 
Committee and I also resigned the position of 
Branch Librarian. I will not bore you with rea- 
sons —- however, suffice to say that I intend to 
spend more time with my family. These then are 
the last 'Library Notes' from 'Hirus' for at least 
the next 12 months. 

What I'd like to do is to briefly summarise 
what the Library has, I hope, achieved over these 
past two years. We have increased and consol- 
idated our collection of magazines and continuing 
the cataloguing system started by Simon Mead before 
me; we now have a very comprehensive collection. 
Somewhere in it, there is something for everyone. 

On the book side of the Library, I am not 
(and never really have been) happy with it. 
The trouble is that I don't really know the answer! 
The number of books has increased quite signif- 
icantly and I feel that we may have to reorganise 
the sectional breakdown that we have adopted and 
may be recatalogue them all again on a new system. 
These comments, I'll pass on to the new Librarian. 

The Library was also carpeted in the last 
two years, the desk was resurrected from somewhere 
and given a suitable reconditioning and a new 
lease of life. 
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I suppose the most significant ‘'change' in 
the Library was the start of our video collection. 

However, the one thing that has pleased me 
more than any other is that the Library is being 
used as a general 'meeting' and ‘somewhere to 
sit and talk' place. 

I've recently been cataloguing and checking 
through a whole lot of magazines donated by Paul 
Kehoe - many thanks, Paul - and in the process, 
I observed that THERE ARE SEVERAL MAGAZINES MISSING 
FROM THE SHELVES, even though the actual catalogue 
shows them to be registered in the Library. I 
Suspect that a volume of magazines has been borrow- 
ed and that accidentally, one issue from the box 
has not been returned. As my very last request 
to Branch members, I ask that you all look at 
home and see if you have any magazines which belong 
to the Club - if so, please return them - thanks! 

I would like to thank Harry Vosper, Dennis 
Ling and all those members who have assisted me 
over the past two years in making boxes, catalogu- 
ing and helping in general. I know you will 
give the same assistance to our new Librarian. 
I offer my help whenever I can. 

So, for the moment, au revoir, from 

Hirus Manuscriptus 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Lost Lines — An Anthology of Britain's Lost 
Railways 


by Muriel V Searle 


HH 


New Cavendish Books 
ISBN 0 904568 41 5 207 pp £9.95 


Twenty-five chapters covering the death of 
various branch lines throughout Britain. The 
author is a railwayman's niece who writes with 
great feeling for railways and the routes covered 
in the book. 

Many old photographs have been supplemented 
by the author's own and much research has been 
carried out from ‘trackside’ (or lack of track, 
in some cases) and from various publications listed 
on page 205. Some detail in photographs’ show 
good modelling ideas. 

This book is full of nostalgia and could 
bring out the 'Kleenex' for those with memories 
of the lost lines. 
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Railways Then and Now - The Changing Railway Scene 


in Britain 
by Edwin Course 
B T Batsford Ltd 


ISBN O 713405 33 3 168 pp £7.95 
All areas of Britain are covered in this 
book, containing 270 photographs, mainly of ‘then 


and now' between 1900 and 1976, of stations, struc- 
tures, tracks and trains. Short notes accompany 
each locality which is pictured and these give 
some history of the area. Many of the photographs 
are by the author or from his extensive collection. 

The author is a lecturer in transport history 
and industrial archeology. He treats his subject 
clearly and concisely. 
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Both of these books are in the State Library 
Service System and can be obtained by request 
to your local library. 

Barry Keens 
HHH IH 


HEHE HER HK 


VIDEO PREVIEWS 
Railscene No 6 - Winter 1985/86 $39.95 


This is the first of the new, longer length, 
programs which run for 13 hours. Featuring a 
cab ride from Carlisle to Settle in the cab of 
a Class 47 on this celebrated line with snow EVERY- 
WHERE. Also a look at Brazilian steam, filmed 
during December 1985, with plenty of large locos 
still hard at work here. The preserved Kent 
and East Sussex Railway is visited, featuring 
both freight and passenger trains, including double 
headers with a banker! Archive film of the Somer- 
set and Dorset Railway by Ivo Peters, shot in 
colour from 1959 to its closure in 1966. PLUS 
film of Stewart's Lane Open Day - naming cere- 
monies — APT - ‘City of Truro' - 'Maude' - Black 5 
in the snow - ‘City of Wells' - 'Flying Scotsman' - 
the brand new Class 59 diesels from the USA - and 
lots more! 


HHH HII 
Railscene GW 150 $39.95 
A 13 hour program, featuring 'Iron Duke’, 
the Broad Gauge replica loco, in steam, Didcot 


Open Days with visiting locomotives 'Blue Peter', 
LMS 8F and the Nord 4-6-0. Swindon to Gloucester, 
the principal steam route during the GW year with 
6000, 7029, 6819, 4930 and 75069, all seen at 
work with trains. The Severn Valley Railway's 
2857 with a loose coupled goods train at Newport. 
Archive film of steam working from the 1930s to 
the 1960s. Scenes from the various BR depots 


which held Open Days in connection with GWR 150. 
Great Western Railway preserved locomotives on 
the Severn Valley and Dart Valley Railways. The 
Birmingham Railway Museum at Tyseley, with visiting 
locomotives and main line steam workings. West 
Country steam with GWR locomotives at work again 
in South and West Wales, Bristol to Plymouth and 
over the Royal Albert Bridge into Cornwall, includ- 
ing 'City of Truro’ along the River Severn to 
Newport. 
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Railscene - Ivo Peters' Somerset and Dorset Railway 
(Volume One ) $49.95 


Ivo Peters is as well known as the Somerset 
and Dorset Railway itself. This video is prepared 
from his original 16 mm colour film of the railway 
taken during the years 1959 to 1966. The program 
covers the northern part of the line and is arrang- 
ed in journey order from Bath (Green Park) to 
the summit of the line at Masbury. The wide 
variety of motive power used on the line, including 
9Fs, 8Fs, 7Fs, 4Fs, 3Fs, 2Ps, pannier tanks, orig- 
inal and rebuilt Bulleid pacifics and much more 
is shown, working alone and double headed in sun 
and snow through the seasons, together with many 
of the operating features of the line. This 
program lasts for one hour, and, although it may 
seem a bit expensive when compared with the other 
Railscene offerings, the quality and historic 
value of the material makes it worthwhile! 
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Railscene No 7 - Spring 1986 $39.95 


This one runs for 14 hours and covers the 
following: The new Class 59 diesels from General 
Motors running on roadstone trains, a cab ride 
on the cross-country route Portsmouth to Cardiff 
in the rain (well, it IS April!), the ex-Woodhead 
route, EM2 electrics still running in Holland. 
The preserved line in this issue is the Keighley 
and Worth Valley Railway as featured in the film 
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'The Railway Children’. South African steam 
still at work during March and April. Also arch- 
ive film of BR workings in 1951-54 from the arch- 
ives of W (Cam) Camwell, the Stephenson Locomotive 
Society secretary in the 1950s who recorded the 
heyday of steam on 16 mm film. Plus all the 
latest news of main line steam runs, preservation, 
reopening of Barmouth bridge, Andover Open Day, 


ecc, etc, 
HHI HHH HHH HHH 
DID YOU KNOW? 
When British Railways was formed by the 


Nationalisation of the 'Big Four' it inherited 
a fleet of 1 197 561 wagons and brake vans, with 
a capacity of 14 885 O00 tons, i.e. an average 
Capacity of 12.40 tons. (Some of these were 
fairly elderly - e.g. in 1946, about one-third 
of the LMS wagon stock of about 300 000 had been 
built in 1922 or earlier and in 1947 about a quar- 
ter of the wagons owned by the 'Big Four' was 
awaiting repair.) About 12% of the wagon stock 
was fitted with continuous vacuum brake, the re- 
mainder were hand braked only. There was also 
544 694 private owner wagons, which were theoret- 
ically still the property of the owners, but which 
had been requisitioned by the Government at the 
outbreak of war in 1939 and had never been handed 
back! Also, there was some 20 O00 privately 
owned specialty wagons, such as tank wagons for 
petroleum products, lime wagons, salt wagons, 
etc. 

In the next 20 years, British Railways built 
some 561 O00 new wagons and withdrew some 1 266 000 
ex-Company wagons and all of the privately owned 
mineral wagons. However, the capacity of the 
Surviving wagons in 1967 had risen to nearly 17 
tons and 40% were fitted with the continuous brake, 
either vacuum or air braked. 

By 1983, the wagon fleet had fallen to 55 568 
of which 92% were fitted continuous brakes. 

All this came about as the result of a revival 
of private ownership of wagons, the Beeching Report 
which proposed the closure of 800 freight depots 
with the development of 'Liner Train' services 
concentrated at 55 terminals and the release of 
BR from its 'Common Carrier' obligations by appro- 
priate legal moves. 

Between 1948 and 1976 the total tonnage car- 
ried dropped from 273 millions to 176 millions, 
net ton-miles reduced from 21 662 millions to 
12 706 millions, loaded freight train miles fell 
from 118 millions to 43.3 millions and loaded 
wagons forwarded fell from 36.3 millions to 7.8 
millions. An interesting, but irrelevant statis- 
tic, due to inflation, is that the average receipt 
per ton forwarded ROSE from 66 p to £1.73, 


HEHE KEKE 


DID YOU MISS OUT? 


Some years ago, Hayes Models produced a de- 
tailing kit for the Lima and the Airfix/Mainline 
models of the GWR 'Siphons', but these rapidly 
became unavailable. If you too missed out last 
time, then see the advertisement by Blacksmith 
Models in the April issue of 'Your Model Railway'. 
It's on page 264. 


HHKHH 


THEN READ ON..... 


HHHHH 
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MIKE SHARMAN WHEELS FOR HO 


See the advertisement on page 43a of the 
April issue of ‘Railway Modeller'. Mike Sharman 
is now producing locomotive driving, bogie and 
tender wheels suitable for models in 3 mm and 
3.5 mm scales and these are stated to be ‘suitable 


for the fine scale end of the RP25 market'. 
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CHASSIS KITS FOR LNER AND SOUTHERN LOCOS 


Liahona Models are _ producing locomotive 
Chassis kits in 4 mm scale for a considerable 
range of the more neglected prototypes, especially 
those of interest to Southern and LNER aficionados. 
Details are given in the 'Small Suppliers Forum' 
in Issue No 5 of ‘Model Railway Journal'. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Railway Modeller 


April: ‘Ballingee' - a 4 mm scale layout 
based on Irish practice (but, paradoxically, making 
16.5 mm track suffice as a representation of the 
[Irish 5'3"). Scratchbuilding an LNER Garratt 
in O scale. Swanwick (LSWR) signal box described, 
with photographs and drawings. Southern wagon 
conversions - LBSCR five-plank open wagon with 
round ends and sheet rail to Diagram 1369 (details 
are also given for Diagrams 1364 and 1369 variants) 


and LSWR 10-ton insulated covered goods wagon 
to Diagram 1463. 'Ubley' - a 4 mm scale exhi- 
bition layout built in a fortnight. Modelling 


the Southern - EMUs, diesel and electric locos. 
Some information on the Class 73 with photographs 
(Lima have just released the model). Taff Vale 
Railway class 04 O0-6-2T prototype information, 
drawing and photograph. Anyone considering modi- 
fying, converting and detailing the Dapol ‘Auster- 
ity’ and using the information published in the 
January issue of ‘Railway Modeller' should read 
the letter on pages 174 and 175 of the April issue, 
where there are a number of corrections and also 
additional information is provided. 


May: Scratchbuilding an LSWR’' Engineers 
train in 4 mm scale - wagons to Diagrams 1736, 
1595, 1784 and .1789, An end-to-end layout in 
a 7'8" 19'8" room, designed to 'show off your 
locos’, Berkeley Road Station (MR) described 


with track plan and photographs. More bridges 
and tunnels, 4 mm scale model of Louth station 
on the GNR, with prototype photographs.  Lineside 
archeology in 4 mm scale by Mike Gill. Conversion 
of a Triang Continental series 'Gondola'’ into 
a Workington Iron and Steel Co bogie wagon. 
Scratchbuilding a Festiniog gravity slate train 
in 4 mm scale, Brighton to Carditt (and Penzance) 
train formations described and tabulated to help 
the modern image modeller produce accurate train 
formations. Modelling the Southern - more on 
EMUs, diesel and electric locos. Highland Railway 
‘Jones Goods' 4-6-0 - prototype information, photo- 
graphs and drawings. Modelling the Glyn Valley 
Tramway. A through terminal based on BR (Sc.R 
and ER). 


HHH HHH 


Your Model Railway 


April: "Goods Arrival' looks at the Dapol 
'Warrington' Austerity and the Lima Class 73. 
‘Black Canyon' - a triple gauge layout based on 
American practice. "Project N-Gauge'’ continues 
with the scenery; also provided is a ‘'keyed' 
diagram of the layout showing the Fleischmann 
'Piccalo' track sections used (and required). 
"Camera and Comment' shows two photographs of 
a small English harbour with masses of detail - 
very evocative. The story of BR hoppers continues 


with the 'Catfish'. Martin Brent describes a 
simple folding structure for layout Support. 
Judges' comments on some entries at the Model 


Engineer Exhibition.  'Watling Street' - a detail- 
ed terminal station concourse. A scratchbuilt 
LSWR 'Adams' Radial Tank in O scale described. 
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Scale Model Trains 


A covered loading platform based 
Making model tunnels. A 
low relief commercial building from card. Layout 
building - turnout control and operation. Con- 
version of and detailing the Hornby model of the 
LNER D49 class 4-4-Os, followed by a ‘Layout Focus' 
article on the prototype (mainly photographs). 
A mobile steam crane from Mikes Models kits. An 
update on BR diesels in model form.  'Wagon Focus' 


January: 
on a French prototype. 


produces some interesting photographs of  GWR 
Siphons. 

February: Starting in O gauge. Conver- 
sion of the Hornby Al/A3 to its final 'Blinkered 


Racehorse’ BR form. Train sounds in stereo on 
your layout. "Loco Focus’ concentrates on the 
A3s in BR days and thus complements the conversion 
article. A summary of the current BR liveries. 
Tunnels and track settings - some prototype layouts 
Suitable for modelling, with several diagrams. 
Glasgow freight terminal modelled. Converting 
the Lima Class 33 to a Class 26. 
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Model Railway Journal 


No 5 January/February: The Taw Vale Light 
Railway, a small P4 layout based on LSWR/BR prac- 
tice in Devon, A 4 mm scale vegetable plot. 
A portable workshop, small enough to put in that 
odd corner of the lounge, light enough to move 
to that other room when required, or taken to 
exhibitions for that matter. See Adrian Du 
Heaume's LBSCR trailer-brake composite, scratch- 
built of plasticard, in ‘Portfolio’. Converting 
the Lima model of the GWR railcar to the twins 
Nos 35/36 and 37/38 (and the later 33/38), with 
drawings and photographs included. A follow 
up to the review of the D&S Models etched brass 
kit of GWR Siphon to Diagram 04 with prototype 
information and more photographs plus a drawing. 
The article also contains information on the Dia- 
gram O05 Siphons. GNR horseboxes to Diagrams 35] 
and 352 are covered briefly with drawing, photo- 
graph and prototype information (D&S Models have 
recently released a kit for these vans). A look 
at how the Sharmans make their wheels. "Small 
Suppliers Forum’ is worth more than just a passing 
look for its description of newly released prod- 
ucts - among which are scale flexible track and 
a range of 4 mm scale loco chassis kits of particu- 
lar interest to those who model the LNER and the 
Southern and their constituent companies. 


HEH HHH HE 


Railway World 

March: Description of the Colne Valley 
Railway - an update on progress and plans. "The 
Preservation Scene' gives news from many of the 
preserved railways. A potted history of the 
Helston Branch of the GWR with photographs, a 
map and timetable. "Historic Locomotive Depots' 
looks at Crewe North from 1838 to 1965. "Modern 
Traction Performance’ looks at Class 3ls on cross- 
country services. A brief story of the restor- 
ation of LMS 'Jubilee' 4-6-0 No 5596 'Bahamas'. 
Part 3 of a study of industrial diesel shunting 
locos covering the years 1965 to 1985. Resurrec-— 
tion of ex-GWR Sleeping Car No 9038 from its 50- 
year resting place. Results of the "The Arch- 
bishop's Tour" - see separate article elsewhere 
in this issue. 
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Model Railway Constructor 


February: Yakima Valley Railroad - an 
American narrow gauge layout. The 'Sharks' - BR 
ballast train brake vans to Diagrams 1/597 and 
1/598 - described with photographs and information. 
Scratchbuilding a BR Class 59 in styrene (the 
model was made before the first of the class went 
into operation on BR). Building an American 
live steam narrow gauge loco in 16 mm scale. 
‘Collectors Corner' looks at the Triang 'Jinty'. 
'Datafile’ article on the Joy valve gear for the 
Lynton and Barnstaple Manning Wardle 2-6-2Ts and 
the Hunslett proposed 2-4-2T design. 'Prototype 
Study' continues to look at the Midland Division 
of BR and covers the distribution of Class 1 loco- 
motives as well as giving some small termini, junc- 
tion and single track station layouts (some good 


modelling possibilities among. these. Review 
of the Cambrian Models 'Shark' kit. 
March: Report on the British Toy and 


Hobby Fair. 'Datafile' on the Barnum and Bailey 
elephant cars Nos 103-105 with photographs, proto- 
type information and drawings. The Foster-—Yeoman 
fleet of aggregate (roadstone) carrying wagons 
is covered extensively with prototype information 
and photographs. The Merlin 'Monarch' is reviewed 
and put through its paces in the 'Live Steam Re- 
view’, "Test Bench' looks at the Dapol ‘Auster- 
ity’ (J94) O0-6-OST. Modelling an NBR water tank. 
'Llwyn Grug' - a GWR branch line terminus in N 
scale built on a 5' x 2' board. 
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Locomotive Illustrated 


No 46: The Thompson Pacifics of the LNER 
covering the rebuilding of Gresley's P2 2-8-2s 
to A2/2s of the last four of an order for 25 V2 
2-6-2s to A2/l1s, of the earliest Gresley Pacific 
No 4470 ‘Great Northern' to an Al/1 and the build- 
ing of the 15 brand new A2/3s. A numerical list- 
ing, by sub-class, gives building and withdrawal 
dates and the various numbers carried by these 
locos at various times. 
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Australian Model Railway Magazine 


February: Graham Watson's photo of the 
experimental liveried L268 on the cover. Last 
part of the saga of the Vulcan Vale Railroad - a 
highly scenicked layout in Melbourne, where the 
scenery (built some 20 years ago) now seems to 
keep erect the building which houses the layout! 
NSW timber bridges. Tank wagons of Victorian 
Railways. Part 2 of an article on the Tasmanian 
Railways DB guards vans - prototype information, 
photographs, drawings. Converting cylindrical 
hopper cars to Australian type coal or grain hop- 
pers. Scratchbuilding the SAR HS class hopper 
wagon, 


April: 'Hillside' - a minimum space layout 
in HOn23 occupying 1.75 metres x 0.45 metres. 
Scratchbuilding an Australian country store in 
HO scale. Modelling prospects of \Koorawatha 
in NSW. 'Kitbashing' two Lima S, 42 or GM locos 
into a Vic Rail B class. Improving the Lima 
44 class. Photos of wagons, locos and a water 
column built by AMRA member Les Hayter and Lynton 
England for the ‘York’ layout. Advertising on 
WAGR- vans, Prototype information and _ photos 
of the Vic Rail B class (useful for the conversion 
described). Scratchbuilding the NSW BKX Car 
Carrier wagons. Modifying the Mini Models kit 
of a BSV NSW bogie sheep van into two four-wheel 
GSV sheep vans. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


It seems that the gremlins have again been 
at work on our Branch Program as printed in Jour- 
nal. In April, incorrect weeks days were given, 
while the dates were correct. The resulting 
confusion resulted in an extra meeting that month. 
I observed last night that between Journals 171 
and 172, we had lost Saturday 19 July. This 
is no reflection on Journal staff, as I know in 
one case at least it was the incorrect information 
supplied to them. While we can't eliminate past 
errors, we can try to prevent similar happenings 
in the future, and I apologise for any inconven- 
lence that may have been caused. 

From this time, copies of the Branch Program 
will be available at the Clubrooms. These copies 
will be updated each month, following the meeting 
of the Committee of Management. 

And now another subject entirely. It is 
encouraging to read of the increasing membership 
of AMRA throughout Australia, and it is most pleas- 
ing to see new faces at Rockdale. I would welcome 
the new members to NSW Branch and encourage all 
members to attend the Clubrooms when possible, 
to share the fellowship of those with similar 
interests, Remember, to gain the most from any 
club or association, you must participate in its 
activities, 

With fraternal greetings and hoping to see 
you soon at Rockdale. 

Bob Wardrop 


HEKEE 


LAYOUT NEWS 


At the May meeting of your Management Commit- 
tee, it was resolved to give priority to the build- 
ing of the new permanent HO layout. The project 
was set out to be completed in seven stages: 

1 A hole through the wall to enable the track 
to pass from the main hall into the extension. 


KEKE HHEKH HHH 


2 Erection of a temporary baseboard in the 
extension and adjacent to the hole to allow for 
a temporary loop of track. 


3 Removal of the western end portion of the 
HO wall layout to the southern wall of the exten- 
Sion, and its reconnection to the other section 
of the layout via the temporary loop. 


4 The construction of the baseboards and track 
along the northern and western walls of the exten- 
sion, 


5 Removal of the temporary baseboard and the 
joining of the new portion of the layout to the 
existing sections of the wall layout. 


6 Upgrading of the trackwork of the existing 
sections of the layout to match that of the new 
portion, 


7 Scenery. 

This layout will make provision for point 
to point, continuous running and shunting oper- 
ations. The projected plan of construction will 


enable an operating HO to be maintained throughout 


most of the construction period. 


The Hawkesbury layout will be set up in the 
main hall at times to provide operation and to 
make room for construction activities in the exten- 
sion. 


Progress 


So far stages 1 and 2 have been completed, 
and it is planned to complete stage 3 very shortly. 
This will then enable work to start on the pre- 
viously announced N scale Club layout. 


KEEKE KEKE HK 


N SCALE 


The N scale layout has received a facelift 


and was displayed at the Epping Model Railway 
Club (SCMRA) Exhibition at Meadowbank on the 
Queen's Birthday holiday weekend - it will be 


the prize for the guessing competition at our 
Exhibition in October. 

David Bennett has resigned as N scale super- 
visor and Glenn Killham has been appointed to 
the position. The Committee expressed its apprec- 
lation of David's efforts while he held the pos- 
ition. 


KREKE KEKE 


O GAUGE 


The O gauge layout has seen little progress 
these past weeks as the Wednesday group have been 
working on the ventilation system and other pro- 
jects for the benefit of all members. 
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NSW Branch 30th Anniversary vinner 

This Dinner will be held in the Rockdale 
Clubrooms on Saturday 2 August. This will be 
a BYOG function and the cost for a fully catered 
dinner is $8 per head. Attendance is limited 
by space to 60. There will be a special guest 
speaker for this function. 

At the time of writing, approximately 40 
reservations have been received. If you have 
not yet made your reservation, and wish to attend, 
contact June Larmour on (02) 705 5074 without 
delay. Closing date for bookings is 20 July 
1986. 


Video Nights 


There is a large number of video recordings 
Suitable to our needs, both in the form of movies 
and members’ own personal recordings, and it is 
intended to hold regular video nights. 


Friday 1] July - 
Friday 8 August ~ 


Narrow gauge railways 


Bring along your videos (VHS 
or Beta) on Australian 
trains and trams 


dighlignts of New Zealand 
tours 


Friday i2 September - 


Auction 


The next Auction will be held on Saturday 
16 August. The Clubrooms will be open from 1 pm. 


PLEASE Be EARLY if you have goods for sale. 
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At the Auction held on Saturday 7 June, 
approximately 50 members attended, despite it 
being the holiday weekend. Approximately 450 


lots were offered for sale, mostly at very realis- 
tic reserve prices. 230 items were purchased. 

Remember, all lots must be catalogued by 
2 pm, so be early with your goods. 


NMRA Slide Clinics 


Attendance at the tape/slide clinics’ has 
been a little disappointing, and while one must 
admit that the presentation of some clinics leaves 
something to be desired, there is usually something 
to be learned. 

On Friday 13 June the clinics were on rolling 
stock building and kit bashing. All three were 
well presented, fairly short and easy to follow. 
Particularly interesting was the clinic on casting 


low temperature metals (Cerrobend) in cardboard 
moulds. 
The next NMRA slide clinic night will be 


on Friday 22 August. 
NSW Branch Exhibition - 4 - 6 October 


The Annual Exhibition to be held again at 
the #£ G Whitlam Recreation Centre, Liverpool, 
is fast approaching and the assistance of members 
will be required in running that function. All 
NSW members will receive, by separate mail, roster 
sheets. 

Due to other commitments, some of our regular 
workers in the take-away food area will not be 
able to assist this year. We appeal to all mem- 
bers to seek the assistance of their wives, girl 
friends, sisters, etc, for this area - or for 
that matter volunteer their services. 

Don't forget the Exhibition is open from 
Saturday to Monday, but it has to be set up on 
the Friday and volunteers are also needed on that 
day. 

Intending interstate visitors are requested 
to advise the roster clerk at PO Box 194, Rockdale, 
when they will be attending so that they may be 
catered for. 


HERE HEHEHE 
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DRAW BAR PULL COMPETITION - Saturday 17 May 

A wide and varied selection of locos was 
presented for the contest, including Jim Patter- 
son's 40 class, Lima 422s and some brass. 


The outright winner was a large American 
outline diesel built by Harry Gibson, powered 
by two early Lima 44 class mechanisms. Vic 


Hogan's Large Hamo came next. 


Additional interest was created by testing 


the locos on both nickel silver and steel track. 


locos performed better on nickel silver and 
some on the steel track, while with some it made 
no difference. Surprisingly, most units with 
traction tyres performed better on the _ nickel 
silver track. 

As this was purely a draw bar pull 
on level track, the results give no real comparison 


Some 


of the locos! ability to haul a train up a grade, § 


as on a grade the loco also has to elevate itself. 
The next contest will be in November and 

it 1s planned 

will more truly demonstrate their ability to haul 

a train on a grade. 

HHHKH HHH 
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VISIT TO JOHN GREEN'S LIVE STEAM 
AT YARRAMUNDI 


Our members enjoyed a very pleasant day at § 
John Green's 54" gauge live steam railway on Sunday; 


15 June, despite the pessimistic weather forecast. 


contest se 


to test the locos in a manner that § 


Many fine locos were in steam, being brought 
along by John's friends from various live steam 
groups. Many thanks to John and his friends 
for a very fine day. 
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MODELLING THE RAILWAYS OF NEW SOUTH WALES 4 


This Convention will be held at the Revesby 
Workers Club on 26 July 1986. Three layouts 
will be available for inspection by participants 
on Sunday 27 July. 

A large display of NSW prototype models will 
be held in conjunction with the Convention. 

For full details and registration form, 
tact Ron Cunningham on (02) 529 8771. 


Con 


HHH HHH HK HHH HH 
PROGRAM 
JULY 
29. Sat Clinic on proposed new exhibition 
layout. Layout operation. 
22 Fri Layout operation. 
26 Sat Convention at Revesby Workers Club 
Modelling Railways of New South Wales 
AUGUST 
Z Sat NSW Branch 30th Anniversary Dinner 
8 Fri Video night - Australian trains and 
trams 
16 Sat Auction 
22 Fri NMRA tape/slide clinic 
SEPTEMBER 
6 Sat Layout operation 
I2)»=6Fri Video Night - highlights of New Zealand 
tours 
20 Sat as 
26 Pri , txhibition preparation 
OCTOBER 
3 Fri Exhibition set-up day 
4 Sat ) oXHIBITION * 
5 Sun ) At E G Whitlam Recreation Centre 
6 Mon ) Liverpool 
10 Fri Post exhibition clean up 
19 Sat Layout operation 
* Exhibition times 
Saturday 10 am - 7.30 pm 
Sunday 9 am - 6 pm 
Monday 9 am 6 pm 
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MPA 
VIC. BRANCH 


GARDINER 


Glen Iris Rd 


Branch Secretary - John Harry, 68 Lahona Avenue, 


EAST BENTLETGH 


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


After my comments in the March issue of Jour- 
nal regarding nominations to the Committee of 
Management, I am pleased to say that in fact this 
year we did indeed have an election for the COM. 
At the June meeting the following members were 
selected: 


President Geoff Brown 
Vice President Jack Treseder 
Secretary John Harry 
Treasurer Stuart Westerman 
Committee Roger Lloyd 
William Secker 
Graham Stockfeld 
While it can be said that. all positions 
on the Committee were not contested, at least 


it's a start. To those who nominated and were 
not successful, I do hope you will consider trying 
again in 12 months' time. 

Still on the subject of Committee matters, 
it is safe to say that future Committee meetings 
will be missing that certain something with the 
retirement of Bill Morehouse from the Committee. 
Bill has been a member of the COM for over 15 
years; I might add, a lot longer than I have 
been a member of the Association. In that time 
Bill has seen the Victorian Branch grow. it 
should also be mentioned that Bill was involved 
in the negotiations that finally secured the build- 
ing that we own today. On behalf of the COM 
and all the Victorian Branch members, I would 
like to thank Bill for all the time and effort 
he has put into the Association, and hope that 
he can now enjoy that extra time he has, such 
as finally finishing that layout!! I am also 
pleased to report that Bill will continue the 
successful Willsland Shop, as well as assist on 
the maintenance of the Club layouts. 

It is also pleasing to mention another first 
for the Victorian Branch. In a recent approach 
to the Committee, a group of enginemen from South 
Dynon (1 to 1 scale) sought permission to use 
our layout for one day each month to operate their 
own trains (1:76 and 1:87 scale). The COM readily 
agreed to this, and the first running day was 
in May. The big plus for these modellers is 
that they now have a venue to run their trains 
on a regular basis, the Association in return 
gets a lot of value in the way of goodwill for 
the hobby, and, after all, isn't that what it's 
all about. 

As most of you will be aware, 8172 was in 
Melbourne for several days late in May undergoing 
modifications for operation in Victoria, as well 
as being used as a medium for crew training. It 
is quite likely that by the time you read these 
notes, the through running of the G and 81 class 
on the standard gauge will be a regular event. 

After 4 August 1986, it is anticipated that 
the Southern Aurora and Spirit of Progress will 
cease to run as separate trains; instead, one 


3165 


train will operate consisting of a mix of sitting/ 
sleeping cars. The new train will be called 
the Melbourne Express or the Sydney Express, de- 
pending on which direction it is heading. 

It should also be noted that all four-wheel 
vehicles will be withdrawn from revenue traffic 
by the end of 1986. Again, if you want photos 
of rigid wheelbase stock, get them now! 

Geoff Brown 
HHH 
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GENERAL NEWS 

May meeting gave Stuart Westerman the oppor- 
tunity to show his ability to plug gaps. Our 
scheduled guests were unable to be with us, so 
Stuart produced a collection of slides entitled 
'A Railway Miscellany’. It was heavily biassed 
towards buffer stops, mainly from Europe and you 
wouldn't believe the extent of the variety. You 
would think them a very mundane subject, and I 
Suppose some of them were, but some were very 
ornate too! Thanks again, Mr Treas. 
Casserole Night oo 

Between 30 and 40 people gathered in the 
Clubrooms on Saturday 14 June to share a meal 
and each other's company. It was an opportunity 
to talk to friends and associates about things 
other than railways. Thanks are due to Elizabeth 
Secker and Marie Lloyd for organising the meal, 
and to all who came for their good fellowship. 


Working Bee 

About a dozen members ventured out again 
the next Sunday morning for a general maintenance 
effort and tidy up around the Clubrooms. As 
a sideline, we were able to see the shape of 
Kyneton layout. © 


Steamrail Trip 

Rob Dall’ has in hand the planning of a trip 
with Steamrail before Christmas. If you are 
interested, contact him as early as possible with 
your ideas about suitable trips and times. 


SH HHH 

PROGR AM 

JULY 

23. = Sun Running day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 

AUGUST 

3 Sun Operating day - Australian Prototype - 

1.30 pm 

14 Thur General meeting - mystery film night 
Model — Open (standard categories) 
Photo —- Model lineside junk 

30°-"? Sat ) Open Days (mini exhibition) 

a1: ~San ) Clubrooms - 10 am to 6 pm each day 


Ron Thomas 
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Competition Results 


Photograph Competition 
Print John darry 65 points 
Slide Manfred Ebinger 60 points 


Modelling Competition - Open Categories 
David Morrison Gantry Crane 70 points 
Bill Morehouse  Kibri Factory 60 points 


June meeting was the Annual General Meeting, 
and election of Office Bearers for 1986/87 - re- 
ported elsewhere. A vote of thanks was passed 
to Bill Morehouse who has retired as a Committee 
member after 20 years' service. He is continuing 


in his capacity as keeper of Willsland. Well 
done William J. 
Competition Results 
Photographic Competition 
Print John Harry - Starthalbyn 75 points 
Slide John Harry - Orroroo 90 points 
Presentation of annual competition awards 
were as follows: 
Certificates of Merit 
Best slide M Eb ager ) 
T Gece ) equal 
Best print J Harry 


Best scratchbuilt model D Morrison 


Best Australian produced kit  D Morrison 


Bob Edwards Trophy for Best Collection of Mode's 


B Race 

Fybren Models Award for Australian Produced Kits 
Bob Edwards 

Photographic Competition 


J Harry 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


It's very hard to resist a bargain, as one 
of our members found when he saw Purnell's Pictor- 
ial Encyclopaedia _of Trains and Railways marked 
down from $22.95 to $4.95. Sensibly, he grabbed 
it for the Library. It is not really an encyclo- 
paedia, has no pretence to scholarship, but in 
a collection of well-written articles, presents 
plenty of interesting facts and lots of photos. 
Though basically about gnglish railways, it draws 
from all around the world. Sydney's double-decker 
trains rate a mention and there's even a_ photo 
of Flinders Street Station. Still, in the two 
pages devoted to Australian railways, the break-of- 
gauge problem and the Nullabor are clearly what 


impressed the editor. A pleasant book all the 
same for browsing in. 
The final flicker of steam, the first sod 


turned for Melbourne's underground loop, closure 
of branch lines, the shunting hump in the Melbourne 
yard, the burning of ‘red rattlers' - the 70s 
had lots new, lots gone, and John Dare's A Changing 
Decade recalls them all and more. It includes 
a chronology that will settle lots of arguments, 
and hundreds of photos by dozens of photographers. 
It could well be the first book we turn to in 
the future when we want to remind ourselves of 
what the 70s looked like. 

Computers are taking a lot of the drudgery 
out of bibliography (praise the Lord!) and making 
possible such useful publications as A Bibliography 
of Australian Railway and Tramway _ Literature, 
compiled by Howard Quinlan, Archivist of ARHS 
CACT). He's used the ATLIS data base, which 
is mounted on AUSINET by the Bureau of Transport 
Economics. ATLIS is the Australian Transport 
Literature Information System (they're big o 


acronyms in this game) and AUSINET makes that 
base and many others available to your terminal 
Or mine if we're prepared to pay. 

But to find out what the Library has, or 
doesn't have and should get, we either spend quite 
some time in front of that little screen and spend 
a lot more than a few pennies for the privilege, 
Or someone puts all those print-outs into published 
form for us all. Hence this useful publication. 
I'll certainly use it to find out what I've failed 
to get for the Victorian ,Branch Library - my own 
collection too, for that matter. 

It's arranged by ‘Rail Entries’ (which in- 
cludes, apparently as an afterthought, street 
tramways as well), an oddly titled ‘Railway Bulle- 
tin Index' which is a subject and author index 
to that main listing. Then follows a ‘Railway 
Titles Index', pretty well unnecessary since the 
main listings are self-indexed by title. I can 
only assume that the pattern has been set to allow 
for an expanded edition, in which new entries 
have to be added on rather than fitted into the 
alphabet. I hope there will be later editions. 
It's a good useful work. 

Timber tramways, rough as guts, with rolling 
stock often cobbled together by blacksmiths rather 
than engineers, have long fascinated modellers. 
So, the history of the rise and fall of a timber 
industry, Britannia Creek by A P Winzenried, 
is sure to be of interest, especially as probably 
a third of the hundreds of photos are of bush 
tramways. If you are the rough sort of workman 
I am myself, this is the country to model: there 
1S a prototype for everything! Britannia Creek 
is about the Cuming Smith operation, distillation 
of eucalyptus oil, so the end product is different 
from other logging operations, but the really 
hard bit, getting the logs out of the bush, was 
the same, A quite fascinating story, and the 
photographs are a delight. 

Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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FACES AROUND THE BRANCH 


Jack Treseder has plenty to smile about - he 
is retiring in August! He plans to do some trav- 
elling before settling down to some serious model- 
ling. Best wishes for the years ahead, Jack. 

Photo by Roger Lloyd 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The words, thanks and proud, do not really 
convey the depth of feeling I experienced over 
the weekend of the Annual Exhibition in May. The 
ability of this Branch to respond to the challenge 
leaves one overwhelmed; it was again a magnificent 
effort and one of which every member of the Assoc- 
lation can be rightly proud. 

'Thanks' go to so many for special efforts 
and I hesitate to give names lest I miss some, 
but to the ladies go our special thanks for their 
tremendous support. The Saturday night dinner 
was voted the highlight of the Exhibition. To 
Stewart, for stepping in on my absence in so many 
ways keeping the last minute preparations on the 
track. To Keith and Norm and the many other 
interstate members who showed their interest and 
Support, and to the many members who came to help 
with fencing - setting up and clearing up, even 
though unable to attend the rest of the Exhibition, 
thanks for your support. 

'Proud' in the way in which the hobby was 
promoted, the crowd entertained, fellowship enjoyed 
and the all round feeling of goodwill spread 
through all those who took part. Several new 
members have become involved with the Branch and 
we extend a warm welcome to these. 

Those who laboured on the fencing saw the 
results of their efforts; the effect of the one 


colour and nice fresh paint looked great - thanks 
fellas - and now to another year, best start plan- 
ning for our forthcoming exhibition - well! 
Cec Wall 
HH HIE HHH HHH HHHKK 
FROM THE SECRETARY 
With yet another exhibition successfully 


completed, it's time to settle down to some serious 
modelling again. I for one left the show filled 
with enthusiasm to commence construction of a 
new layout. I said this last year also. Have 
to see what time brings. 

A surprising letter received recently was 
from Douglas Reid of Eire seeking advice on model- 
ling Queensland Railways. Douglas is currently 
modelling the Hungarian Railways in TT, and asks 
for advice on choice of scale, HOn or Sn. Neil 
Johnman has offered to write to him, but assistance 
in this regard would be appreciated. 

Recently joined the Branch are - 
Garry Coomer, Stephan Lawgella, Peter Mahoney, 
Jeffrey Rosenburg and. Tony Weber. I welcome 
you to our ranks. To Queensland goes the accolade 
for signing up Bill Webb whose occupation is de- 
Clared as ‘full time train enthusiast'. Welcome 
Bill and thank you for your support over the years. 

Jim Christie 


Ivan Cox, 
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QR_ LAYOUT NEWS 


The QR's QLX wagon with the N gauge layout 
modelling the central Queensland Coal Railways 
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TH. BRISBANE 


with electrification left Brisbane soon after 
the Branch's May Exhibition, Member Don Warn 
was the layout's operator for the tour - almost 
a month long. The tour waS a great success, 
visiting far north coastal cities and towns, as 
well as some central Queensland locations. Unfor- 
tunately after the last day's operation of the 
tour, Don became ill and had to be hospitalised. 
We all sincerely wish Don a speedy recovery to 
full health. 


HK HUKNH 
BRANCH TIMETABLE 


continue as normal at the Branch 
South Brisbane suburban 


KEEEK KEKE 


Meetings 
Clubrooms, Ground Floor, 
railway station, Grey Street, South Brisbane. 
The Clubrooms are normally open every Thursday 
from 6 pm and on Saturdays from 12 noon. 


AUGUST 

Z Sat Layout maintenance and running 

7 Thurs Layout running 

14 Thurs Working evening - Controllers, Part 3 - 
7.45 pm 

16 Sat Layout running - US types 

21 Thurs Layout running 

28 Thurs Monthly Meeting - John Hill to speak on 
Modelling Water - 7.45 pm 

SEPTEMBER 

4 Thurs Layout running 

6 Sat AMRA ANNUAL AUCTION - C of E Hall, 
Imbros Street, Wavell Heights 
Enter your lots from 11 am 
Auction starts - 1 pm 

11 Thurs Working evening - looking into time- 
table operation - 7.45 pm 

18 Thurs Monthly Meeting - THIS MEETING HAS BEEN 
BROUGHT FORWARD ONE WEEK IN ORDER 
TO MISS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 
Activity - Annual Modelling Compet- 
ition 
Categories - locos, goods rolling 
stock, passenger cars, structures 

25 Thurs Layout running 


Other Important Dates to Remember 


Thursday 23 October - Branch Annual “eneral Meeting 


Saturday and Sunday 15 and 16 November —- Annual 
Branch Camp at Border Loop 


HH HHH 
CLUBROOM NEWS 


Many visitors have been around recently. One 
Surprise Victorian Branch member was Alan Dowell 
who had an enjoyable afternoon at the Branch re-— 
cently. 

The Clubroom layout continues to be used 
extensively and there is usually some tracks for 
more members to run their equipment. A more 
accessible controller has been fitted to the Sug- 
git's Siding location to encourage more use of 
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Also, minor alterations have been 
Port to encourage members to 
Three distinct areas are now 
passenger yard, the goods yard 
and the Staging track. An extra head shunt for 
the Goods section here allows passenger trains 
to come and go while shunting in the goods yard 
takes place. Care is required here with section 


this station. 
done to Jess 
this facility. 
laid out - the 


switching (as always) and once the system is under- yy 


stood by all, there should be no problems. 
The ‘Day on the Farm' at Ken «Edge-Williams' 


place at Lowood was put down for 24 May: in the | 


with the 


door) to 


coincide 
front 


newsletter to 


(past Ken's 


pre-exhibition 
ARHS steam special 
Coominya. However, the gremlins got into the 
system when the steam special was found to be 
a week earlier. The outing was hastily put for- 
ward a week, but this clashed with the US running 
day at the Clubrooms. However, from all reports, 
everyone had a good day. Ken hopes to make the 


'Day on the Farm' outing an annual event - so 
hext year we maybe a little better organised. 
Another US running day is planned for Saturday 
16 August. 


Meetings at the Clubrooms continue to receive 
good attendances. Qur April Workshop and Monthly 
meetings covered Exhibition preparations. While 
our Workshop meeting in May was a time for packing 
away the Exhibition stuff for another year and 
giving the Clubrooms a good clean up. Our May 
monthly meeting gave the Committee of Management 
a chance to report on the Exhibition, after which 
the meeting turned into an open forum where members 
discussed maintenance procedures and _ problems 
associated with the popular Lima brand of models. 
A most interesting and informative discussion. 
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Over the back fence, on QR's main line, 
in a Mixed Goods train from the west. 


EXHIBITION FENCING 


2420 brings 


The third and final working bee on the Exhi- 
bition fencing at Riverview received a good roll 
up and all fencing was top coated with a few drops 
of paint to spare and in record time. A of™ 
day was had by all - the QR providing some fuss 
Size entertainment on its Main Line over the back 
fence, A great job was done and it looked great 
at the Exhibition. The roof built over the fenc- 
ing will greatly assist in preserving the hard 
work put in by the members. Maybe afurther 
top. coat will be required before the next exhi- 
bition - this should only take a day. A further 
working bee may be organised in the future. 
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At the last fencing work day, Arthur Hayes (left) 
and Geoff Perkins add some top coat 


John Hill and Barry Petersen 
(right) add the final 
green paint. 
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GRAFTON EXHIBITION 


Rodney James, a well known modeller from 
Grafton invited the Branch to take part in the 
Northern Rivers Model Railway Exhibition on the 
weekend 12 and 13 April, three weeks prior to 
our May show. Steve Malone offered the use of 
the Sn33 Meanjin layout and John Hill offered 
to look after the transport arrangements with 
the use of his van. Maybe it was a first for 
QR in Sn33 scale to run in NSW at.an exhibition. 
Unfortunately no other members were able to make 
the trip and thankfully Simon Hill came along 
to assist. The layout and equipment was a good 
fit in John's van and everything travelled very 
well, A further report on the exhibition is 
elsewhere in Journal. We found the Grafton fellas 
and gals very helpful and the venue was very well 


appointed. The accommodation was very good and 
the Saturday night dinner for exhibitors went 
off very well. The Queensland Branch members 


also had time to visit the Dorrigo Railway and 
other places of railway interest around Grafton. 
What will the Queensland Branch exhibit at the 


Grafton exhibition next year? 


THE 1986 AMRA QUEENSLAND BRANCH MODEL 
RAILWAY EXHIBITION 


The 1986 Exhibition ran very smoothly for 
the Queensland Branch. Setting up the displays 
on the Friday went ahead without the usual traffic 
problems within the hall. One model railway 
display had to pull out before the show; however, 
this allowed a new trade exhibitor - Valley Hobby 
Centre to exhibit. This shop is now under new 
management and has member Dave Jenkins’ smiling 
face behind the counter. 

Attendance was good, with over 11 O00 paying 
visitors. This is a drop on last year, however, 
the overcrowding problems were not so bad this 
year. This year there were no other exhibitions 
on as well at the RNA grounds; however, we did 
well with three TV stations, with the exhibition 
featuring on the evening news over the weekend. 

The Exhibition was always a great place to 


meet members and old friends - especially on the 
Saturday. Many came from interstate and country 
centres of Queensland - good to see them all. 


Nice to see the AMRM boys there too. 

The cleaning up and dismantling of exhibits 
was certainly done in record time with everyone 
out the door in 24 hours; the Webbs of Wollongong 
taking the prize as lucky last again! 

Some details of the exhibits. 

1 Toy and Novelty Wholesalers - Stan Foster's 
trade stand. 


2 Bill Blannin and Ralf Simpson - a neat English 
OO layout - prior to diesels - featuring two main- 
lines and shunting yard. 


3 All Gauge Model Railroad Club - three layouts 
in this display. A large HO European one, a 
coffee table HOn23 layout and a table top LGB 
layout. 


4 Noel Lavel - presented his unusual HO 1889 US 
layout featuring special effect lighting. 


5 Valley Toyland and Hobby Centre - Dave Jen- 
kins' trade stand. 


6 Chris Malone - a representation of a typical 
Queensland sugar mill, built in 7 mm = 1' scale 
using 16.5 mm track. Features scratchbuilt rolli- 
ing stock and operating tippler. | 


7 Sn3z Group - a modular type layout featuring 
double track main 
a small shunting yard. | 


line and a branch line with — 
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8 Garry Padget - a large N scale layout with 
a variety of rolling stock. Styrene foam used 
extensively in this layout. 


9 AMRA Information - AMRA members demonstrating 
modelling skills and ready to answer questions 
on model railway matters. 


10 The Australian Narrow Gauge Railway Museum 
Society - this Society is establishing a museum 
of cane trains at Woodford, north of Brisbane. 


11 Hornby Collectors Association Australia - 
a large display of some well preserved 0 scale 
rolling stock - some dating from 1923, 


12 John Bateman and Les O'Donnell - a layout 
featuring 00 scale Hornby in two and three-rail. 


13. Railway Modellers Club of Queensland - featur- 
ing their unique circular HO scale layout. 


14 Peter Kelly - a display of a simple beginner's 
layout with some unusual detailing. 


15 Tom Carter - a fine display of O scale brass 
locomotives in action. 


16 J & J Hobbies - a trade stand for the serious 
modeller. 


17 Toy and Hobby Warehouse - a trade stand from 
a Capalaba store. 


18 Hill and Wall family - a well detailed N scale 
layout. 


19 Canteen - special thanks to the wives and 
lady friends of members who manned this display. 


20 Gabba Hobbies - a trade stand from one of 
Brisbane's biggest and newest stores. 


21 David Jenkins - OO scale British layout with 
trains from all regions - operated by members 
of the British Railway Modellers of Australia. 


De Alan MacDonald - his 6 x 4 trailer was back, 
filled with another delightful N scale layout. 


23. Fantasy in Z gauge - this small layout showed 
the features of the tiny Z scale. 


24 ARHS, Queensland Division - a display of 
historical books and photographs, plus an Sn3+ 
display of part of the Society's latest project - 
an operating railway near Rosewood. 


25. Southside N Gauge - their usual display of 
N trak modules forming two massive displays of 
N gauge in action. 


26 Model Railway Group - a modified and extending 
layout showing the heyday of the tram Car, with 
five in operation at one time. 


27 Richard Higgs - a perfect table top railway 
of the 50s and 60s using Hornby two and three-rail. 


28 Wall Plaques International - the friendly 
team from NSW with their display of plaques. 


29 Bill Webb Model Railways - an 
display of European equipment. 


30 Crafton - Rodney James' fine detailed NSW HO 
layout based on location of Grafton. 


impressive 


3] Richard Cogland and Nicole Warry - a European 
layout in HO scale set in the alps. 


32 Ron Fox - an impressive O gauge layout running 
pre-war equipment. 


33. Brisbane and Ipswich Railway Film Societies - 
display of film posters and screening times. 


34 Peter Ford, Far North Hobbies - a neat QR 
layout showing what is now available for those 
who model QR in HO scale. 
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35. Queensland Pioneer Steam Railway Co-op - a 
display of photographs and relics. 


36 DU Carlsson - a trade stand of general interest 
by Railco. 


5] Derek Holliday - OO layout of large size 
featuring BR and LMS. 


38 = =Queensland Society of Model and txperimental 
Engineers display of live steam models. 


ct 
At the Information Stand: 
(left to right) Robert Reeves, Keith Andersen and 
Bob Mawson caught in action. 
Alan Higgins and Tony Hughes ( 
the next question. 
_~ 
The visitors watch with awe as John 
off a rock mould on the scenery display. 
Sarina or So - Peter Ford's HO/HOn34/HOn23 layout 
featuring the Queensland coastal town serving 
the sugar mill. Peter's Far North Hobbies QR 
HO kits were on display. 
-_ 


Scenes on Chris Malone's On2 cane tramway layout. The tippler. 


y 


Another scene inside Alan's trailer 
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Federal President Keith Wilcox 
serving hot food at the Canteen. 


Alan MacDonald's N scale layout 
in a6 x 4 trailer. 


Part of the Hornby Collectors’ 
QO scale layout. 
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: LOCH HOBBIES 3 
: VICTORIA STREET, LOCH 
: SOUTH GIPPSLAND’S TRAIN SHOP 
; A PLEASANT ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM 7 
FRANKSTON OR DANDENONG : 
ON THE WAY TO HISTORIC COAL CREEK. : 
: QUITE A RANGE OF MODEL RAILWAY PRODUCTS STOCKED. 
- SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT BOUGHT; SOLD AND TRADED. 2 7 
: OPEN SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS ONLY BETWEEN 10AM AND 4PM. : 
POSTAL ADDRESS : 
LOCH HOBBIES 
° PO BOX 6 : 
LOCH VICTORIA 3945 : 
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